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TO THE RIGHT 
WORSHIPFVLL, . 


Sir WALTER ISir CLuNENT 
Ern. CorTEREt,. 
KNIGHTS: 


Andto their vertuous Ladies, euer- 
ſoundneſſe of Faith, with the power 


f Religion and conſtancie, in 
N 25 ib heartie 
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4 9 — 
fredod; that men laue durteveſſe 
owe they rhe light, and 2 

not lowing the 1 and drlighiing in 
God giacth- ſuch over 16 belerne beleene dyes , thus they may bee. 
damned. Conldit fe etherwiſe be, he that: fo many 410 963 2 
cleare light of Gods Goſpell, — ——— ? What haue our 


fle == 2 


_— cara in bot 


22 


— our e fs from {al ale 
indenoured io em, an 125 10 that 
, Where it . ,uthers time 
If any of our Aduerſaries, or all of them together 

e (for hitherto — 5 Jiand 22 
domne aurs aud their accord, mi 

they in every thing dr agree, to cu * Aer 
firife and contentiant. Secondly, then truly 4 
wa: bout equiuocall termes o deliuer thing Auer dif 
from uss, that ſo exery. one may rightly difcerae, 1 — 
we do contend,and mhat indeed their Jaw prefers Regions, 


which we call Paperie, heing ſencred from aur CONNOR gra- 
ment. I bird! ek "ee 


of Chriſtianitie,and the 
140405 | 


—— 


In the meane ſpace, ala 
fmcerely,] boxe, no Proteſtant 
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againſt ape Thirdl;the abſurd an ee 

of their Latine Serwirr, which the people onderſtand not. 
Fourthly, their idol urous praying 10 Saints, wor ſhippeng 
fackes and flonts, and reliques of the dead. Fifthiy, theo 
groſſe conceite of Chriſts corporall preſence m the Sacrament. 
Sixthiy the fen iractes and notable coozenages therein, 
found out lere, and in vnbher Couutrietz the boring of thems 
p fare off; but not able 30 worke the like mung vu. eme 
the ſhameles and e belys duct nine, und ſlanaring 
the lines of our learned men, Luther; Caluin, Beza, and 


others. Eighthly,the cyting in — Relsg38m,comm- 
terfeite Authors, ſo knowne 10 ſo condemned ts be by 
the learned on their ont fide. Ninthly, the not pen 


freely our bookes among them, as wee doe their: US, 


Tenthlygthe tying af uhe people to the Prisfts lppes, 4nd net 
fermituing 


prion ws diner a They 
vp! ade — ne andforfwe 5 
cations mental reſernatiano, ns Papes difpenſations, 
cres,and powder-plots, and bloodie perſecutions. Twelfibly 
The auoyding of a free generall Councel, to heare and deter. 
mine our diferences. Who is he that (hall conſider th 
things with iudgement, but will ſe 3 
be none of Chrifts Church, pn 2 
deration 5 the differences the wiſedome 
_ tharſeate is g oye is 2 5 natural, ſ 

all, & deuiliſb and the Wiſdomfrom abuue (i which 
Churchis — 2 ) which is pure, peacrable, genile, 2 
be intreated, full of merey, and good traits nies partialiy, 
and withoat hypacriſie, as Saint Tames — 7 

1 doubt not but that you haue already e 
premiſſes, and that jon — that kan Fake tr 

an, ana the good way, wherein yau malke, enen —— 


S 

Catholike and Apoſtolike veritie grounded vpon 2 
and the principles of Cbriſtianitie, tag h by the bal 

and — Shure h, and confirme 2 e 
bleſſed Martyrs... MM dsfire 10, that G — 1020 conlinur 
Jour lone, with nk e of xcale towards the ſame more and 
more. To this purpoſe aretocſe my endenours,which preſent 


vmo you, Projing Jour fauourable acceptance of my gan 


meaning, tie wel-wiſhes,; and worilue 7 — 
jour ſelaes, and 10 all that wiſh well 10 Sion, ee, the 
peace of —_— God let them,and jou with warn po: 
per which la 1 the CAMs... 


Your Worſhip sin all Chuan 
ſeruices to be commanded, .. 


Batcombe, Sept. 261 Richard Bernard... - 


| .d Doe Yun 
TO THAT-QVESTION SO 
often, and ſo inſukingly propoſed by 
our 821 vs; Where _ 
Pt 
ol 9 3 22 
of = wane james Fain 
a - inſulting maner ouer vs, Where 
our Religion was before Le- 
therr time? Ast we could 
not anſwer to the , nor 
fetch our Religion from any 


A FE FANS more ancient, ot better Author: 
N but they are deceiued in both. 
And hat I may not be tedious in prefacing, I anſwer : 


I. It woas, and is written, and contained in the holy Scrip- 
tures the Canonicall Bookes of the old and new Teſtament. 
11. The ſame hath been, and is written in the hearts of 
Gods people, ſuch as the Lord from time to time effectual- 
ly hath d, according to cucry mans meaſure, as they 


S * 


haue been taught it, and learned it out of thoſe books of ho. 
ly Scripture; For this muſt we know,thatno other doctrine 


of Chriſtian Religion was, or is written in mens hearts, by 
Gods Spirit, then that which the ſame Spirit inſpired the 
| en men 


1 Looke beyond LV THE x. 
Pen-menofcheScriprures to write in thoſe Bookes. 1 
neceſſurie — define chemi contained (as l 
promiſed) hath he written in the hearts of his people, Jer, 
31.33.34. 2 Cr. 3. 3. And for theſe ends, chat they might 
know God, and know him to be their God, and bey e 
people, Jer, 31. 33.34. that they might make profeſſion 
thereof, and obediently ſer themiſelues to the practice of 
chat his bleſſed will, Ezech. 21. 19,20. & 36. 26, 2). 

III. That it was alſo written in learned mens labours, 
agreeing with thoſe holy Bookes, as they found the truth 
thetein, taught vnto them by the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
So as the doctrine of our Religion is no other, — 
which the Scriptures doe teach, the Church and ttue Peo- 
ple of God haue beletued, and profeſſed nor nb other then 
that, which is to be found in the writings of F holy ancient 
Fathers, and of learned men, before euer Luther was borne, 

That our Religion was thus before Luthers time, prove 


by theſe enſuing reaſons, | . 
I. Argummm. * 
From holy Scriptures, wherein our Religions 
written 3 _ in cuery int. 
Har Religidn which is in all and eueris poiig theres wn 
| ae ann 


of the old and new Teſtament, was before Luthers time. Fot the 
Scriptures were written many hundred yeeres, before La. 
ther was in beeiug, and the Pen- men there had i cue to 
But this dur preſent Rekgion in all and ecerir point theveif 
( ed woke bay from ———— . pre- 
ſcribed in the holy Scriptures, the Canonicall booles of the oli 
and new Teftament : as is in euery particular point prooued 
exaAlyby thoſe of our fide, n 2067 (1356 2H 
1 And therefore was it before Luthers e. The Minot! 
us prooue, ded had a 
L. By thepublike Records of our Church here at home, 
28 
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bythe oy Wenk e : 


booke of — —.— * Our of which (wherein 
ever we differ fromour Aduerſaries) nothin Ee 


fides,48 wantin tof Scripture, much leſſe any thin 
7 2 eee ut euer Were vpon, an 


y's eein 
"or . the! riptures,which 
1 Lan 2 the people, 
s h the res d interpretin Rach bisch 
Spirit " G E aut were not that, 
which the W er. teach. For would the Author of che 
one, approne of the other, if they were not both one? If hee 
ſhould further a Religion, contrarie to the Scripture, hee 
ſhould be contratie to himſelfe, allowing andmaking good 
that in mens hearts by inward « which he hath 
allowed by che Scriptures, w are of his diuine ipſpirati-, 
on. It ae Eee chat 
1 ſh,all Heretical, and Idolatrous 
e's * —— 3 of 
men humane traditions, by the pre- 
cepts and — 2 — : ſo as if our Rehgoower -any 
ſuch, Gods Spirit would not grace it, nor ſo Wine ben 
vnto it, nor ſo effectually worke 2 mens conſciences, 
nor ſo perrade mo e dot by 2 21 
hey ſhall denie, chat Gods Spirit doth any ſuch thing, 
gears Iwould faine know of them, what other 
"yas it poſſibly may be, that doth ſoleade men to eſteeme 
tures, doth. excite men to the ſtudie of 
3 to male them the onely rule of dodrine,and life, 


to heare, beleeue, xeſt and delight in them, and ſo to worſhip 
God onely, as herein nen, 3 be —— — to 
wg whatſoeuer is not . by — eo 
ging of faith ? A t. onely watſon, 
hi to area ee endited 1 
8 ben written by his holy Pr $ poſtles 
is Wengen eee eee — 


1. Cor. 2. 1 1. 
1. Cor. 2 14 
Rom. 8 7. 


Veile 5. 


4 Tuote bnd EV THEM. | 
holy Seriptures in the heart of every found Chriſtian, 
f = chen is it? Certainely it bee eicher W 
Jod. ot of Man, or of the Deuill. But neither of theſe wo 
latter, therefote the former, mung 5 
I. It is not the ſpirit of man chat can, and doth ches 
worke i for firſt, rhe ſpirit of man perce geth nor the Habs 
of God, till Gods Spirit acquaint him With chem. 'Second: 
ly chey be foohfhnefſe vnto him. Thirdly, his wifdows is - 
enmitie with'God,ſo a: Gods wiſdomeindivinemyſitries, 
and mans wiſdome cam never-agree in one. Furth, thi 
ſpirit of mam ſiuouretſi the thingꝭ of the flef 
the Spitit of God. Fifthly his he rt in cotigit 
be regenerste. Sixthly and laftly, it is eu 
too much miſerable experience, that man loueth not the ſti. 
die of the Scriptures, he cannot delight in them, hee canno 
away to frame his hfe after them; — ha 1 5 
ſparke of divine knowledge, xnowetf this to bee trut from 
his owne naturall corruption, both in Humiſelfe and others 
alſo. Now can any reaſonable-· minded man thinke, that 
ſuch an averſe ſpitit as is in man, ſo diſaffecting holy 
Scriptures, and me — S_ chat it can be. char Spirit 
ieh perſwadeth and draweth'men; contrary to it cortup 
ſelfe, to embrace that Religion which is grounded hob | 
Scriptures,and to preſſe ro the obedience thereof? Yea, can 
it bee mans ſpirit, that worketh loue ro ſucha Religion, . 
which ſo oppoſeth mans corruption, as the worldly wiſe 
Politiciary derideth ir, ihe pleaſurabſe man Hateth it, the 
greedy of galne cannot abide' to bee ruled by it, and the 
haughtie ſpirit which hunteth after the pride of lie, hathit 
in great comempt ? ſo as none in very deed, but onely ſuch 
as doe dene themſelues, doe forfałe the world, and can bee 
well contented to take vp their croſſe, ind follov / Chtiſi, ei- 
ther ean or · will embrace the une. 

II. It is not the ſpirie'of Satan. Foralthbbgh bee wil 
abuſiuely now and then alleage Scripture, yet is de a des 
evemie to the Scrip tures: he will not leade to the right v 
oFrhem,nor perſwade men to frame their Religion * 


andthe beleeuing Gemiles; ſo 
. Palos inthe Hetetiles 
mn Our. chriffi ian Adudriaties 

el vs; and in all lewde liuers, he ahildrtu dfdifdbedis 
ence, in whom he beateth rule, and whoſe: hearts he ili reth 
p to doe his will againſt all ſuch, as in a more ſlrict man- 
her endevour to frame cheir liues aſier Gods Word, though 
2 — together cheyprofeſſe ont God, and haue recei- 

ache ſzme Bapriſmne, and doe lie together in the ame 
Church. Therefore dre ſee, not bee the ſpirit of 
Satan; ther perſwadeth.ro our ſo hy a: Religion by the 
deriptutes, vpon which onely iris ſettled, ſeeipg he ſo dead- 
ly hateth ſuch a Religion, and the found and zealous Pro- 
2 510 2 1 .in. 

111, Itis not the ſpirit of man and Satan togerher,as 
appeare, firſt, iw Hereties, ho are led by Satan, . — | 
owne ſpirit, Theſe being not able to ĩuſtiſſe their herefies 
by holy Seripture, they fall to weaken the authoritie of the 
Scriptures,they will not reſt on them, but doe fhe the light 
ol the m, as Tor ruſlius and othet aocient Fathers witneſſe of Tertul. dereſur. 
Hererikes in their times, ho left the Scriprures, and ran to cam. 
Traditions, as did the Manichees,Cerynthians, Bafilidians, 2 
Cupocratians, Marcioniſts, Valencinians, Arians, and , _ - 689. 
others. Secondly, Is all widh-worſbipperr; which framing a tre.li.1, cap. 23. 
por to God out of theit oune braines, — — 1 
make holy Scriptures; their guide, but: doe leaue t E 

ſoone as — edited to their one inuentions, of 1 
which, God by his Prophets in Scriprure oſien complaines, Aliase. 
Thirdly, In Heatbem Idalaters, who haue been fer on worke 
by che Dꝛull to buine the-Scripturess as did that wicked 
— B 3 Diocleſian, — 


- 
Li T3323 0533 


Dioclefcen ; alfo here in Brieraine;aþte Infidell Saxons, ang 
in Ieruſalem, that vngodly leboiakiey, who burnt the pro. 
phecie of Jeremiah, which Baruch vrit from his mouth at 
that time. Fourthly, In or Aduetſaries nm, who cannot 


= » 


reſt wich che dcripcures, nor 22 my - the onely 
judge in coẽuerſies, not at theanely rule of Rejigiag, 
ny things out of their owne ſpirit, euen the ine of De. 
ulls which the Scripture vtterly condemneth. Their gun. 
tod will · worſnippets in their Heretneticall life, and thei 
Wworldof orders, cannot abide the nile oſ den | 
ture; their holy courſe-ot life fo-aneh-admized and ex 
led (yet onely of fuchas know not the power of Satan, in 
the deceiueable wayes of his vnrighteouſneſſe) dates not 
Randco be iudged, culed and ſquaredgfter the rule 
Scriprutes.' Vea, as holy astlicy pretend to ber yet neigh 
tan they, nor will they wholly frame their ſeruice apd deuo- 
tion and life aſter the Word of liſe. And therefore we ſee, 
that it cannot be the ſpirit of Man and Satan, whether apart 
conſidered or conioyned, that doth perſwade, mooue and 
farther to the embracing of that Religion, vbich is wholly 
rpon the Scriptures, ac out is; And thereſore not 
eing either of theſe, it followeth, that it muſt needs bee the 
Spirit of God, that thus perſwadeth men to our Religion by 
the Scriptures, wherein it is contained. 
III. Our Rebgion appe areth ta be written in, and iufti- 
fied by the Scriptutes, for that in thoſe places ĩt ev 
trance, and thriueth where they are permitted to be ſtudiel, 
and read of all, and to be taught, as the onely rule of Rel 
on. The Seriptures ate the very life and ſtrength of our 
ligion;as is ſufficientiy Knowne by experience to our very 
Aduerſaries. Now how couldchisbe;if our Religion were 
not that, vhich is taught in the Scriprures? For the der- 
ture, as is aforeſaid;doth condeimne Heretikes and Herehies, 
will- worſhip and wil-worſhippers,idolarrie and idolaters; 
and is the ſword of the Spirit, the breath of Chriſts mouth, 
chat conſumeth the Man of Sinne. If our Religion were 
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7 Lyities. 


che Scriptures ou b 
no ſoring <heyroppole?: ans wr — 


% Our Religion Randech,and] ls vpheld by ſuch ho. 

ly and heauenly meanes onely, as the Scriptures allow and 

preſcribe, and which we find there ro be the onely meanes, 

ved at the firſt plantin fee & of Churſtian Religion by the Apo 

Ales,in the Primiriue urch, Vhich were theſe that fal. 
I There was then the pri 


low. 

ing of G edeWhrd.This meanes 
vn preſcribedbyour — 2 make Diſciples vn- 

to ids lf. 28.19 0. and the ſame obſeruod by his Apo- 
files, Bark. 155150. AH, 2.14. & 10. 34. 11.19. 50 
preaching of — Word is by whichour Re- 
through Gods bleſſing is planted in mens bearts. As 
allo it was foretold and a ted, that it ſnould bee the 
art any Kapern oarvader Anrichriſt, Aae 10. 


n. 1 

9.11. Thema ther e ales In the Popes 
of { bxiſtianitie, then eee. Cc called _— Bull beſo e the 
Carechiſme, Hrb.6.x. 3. 12 l. Cor 3.2. This hath greats Cech of 
ly furthered our Religion, euen by the teſſimonꝝ of our Ad- — 26.8pd 
vetlaries, ad is a ſpeciull meanes to informe the minds ß 
the ignorant in the truth ol our e ee ee 


be deceiued. 
A altogether out of 


I I. Then was * ay 


ing 
= and Apoſtles : 2 theſe we —.— out beer 
| " 
were 


- | 6ſt at dxcepts on;ohey 
„ef ihe —— 
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neuer forbade them to any, nor euet reprooned 

2. 75m. 3. 15,16. 2. Per. t. 19, 0, 2c. and leſt it witten, x1 
matter worthy prayſe in teligious men the Eunuch, and the 
Noble Bzreans, that they read and ſearched the Scriy 

fo alſo in godly women for training vp their children here. 
in, A#: 8.30. & 17.11. 2. Tin. 1.5. & 3-15. Yes, Pte 
(whom our Aduerſaries wake their Rocke) in genetil tel 
leth all Chxiſtian belecuets, that they ſhould do well 

heed thereunto, as to a ſure Word, 2. Pet. 1. 19. Sois 
here with vs, the free vſe of the Scriptures; this wet com- 
mend to all ——— preps 2 wes hold them 
moſt religious, who delight in o reuerent ſtudie 
of the Scriptures, according to the practice of the ancient 
Primitive Church in the „r dayes. | 

v. Then were there pub lite Aſſemblies, where they met 
together, . Cor,12.18,19. Als 1.13.6 2.4. and thut vp- 
on the firſt day of the weeke, 4s 20.7, Cor. 16.2. Theſe 
Aſſemblies none might forſake, but all urullly to 
exhort to the frequent vſe of them, Neb. 10. 25. to beware 
of cauſing diuiſions and offences, contrary to the receiued 
doctrine of the Apoſtles, Rom. 16.17. So haue we publike 
Aſſemblies, whete wee meete on the fitſt day of the weele, 
and at other times, which all are bound to come vnto, and 
none ought to forſake, io preuent diuiſions, oontrary to the 
Apoſtolicall doctrine, and to preſerue the publike profeſſi- 
on and exercile of our Religion. 

V I. Then was there ſet ener euery ſenerall Aſſembly and 
Cot 4; might be able to teach, hauing the over- 
Fghr of the people, and care of their ſoules, As 14-23 Tu. 
1-5. Als 20.28. Heb. 13.7, 17. 1-Ptt:ge2,3, S0 is this in 
our Church a moſt excellent meanes to vphold our Relig- 
on. 

V IT.. Then was Cal pod. aud be onely projed 
— — — nor Angels, nor the 
Virgin»-CMarie. In them prayers were made with one ac- 
cord, As 1. 14. & 2.42. & 4.24. the Word azar 
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| Looke beyond LVTHEX. 


$-37- Cel.4.16. the Word preached, 42, 20.7, FI 24 


ments adminiſtred, Acts . 1.Cor.11.18,20,23,26. and 
the Lords Supper in boch kinds delivered, — 
Collections were allo made for the poore, 1. Cor. 16.12. and 
al things were performed to edification, in a lnown ton gue, 
1.{0r.14. In our Aﬀemblies God is onely worſhipped, to 
him onely wee make our prayers, and neither to Saint nor 
Angell,nor to the Virgin ſerie; though we honour them 
duly as we ought, In out Aſſemblies, Prayer is made with 
one accord,the Word read and preached, the Sacraments 
adminiſtred, and the Lords Supper in both kinds delivered, 
Almes,as need requires, giuen to the poore, and all done to 
edification, and in a knowne tongue, as in che Apoſtles 
dayes. 

V III. Then was preached againſt and forbidden all will- 
wrfsp,though neuer ſo faire in ſhe w ail ſeruice to God after 
the doctrine and commandewtets of men,Col.2.20,23.alſoghe 
worſhip of Angels, Cal. 3. 18. the worſhip of Idols, 1. lab. 5. 
21. and fellowſhip with [dolaters, 1. Cor. B. 10. & 5.11. 
2. Cor. 6. 14. 18. So with vs are forbidden all the ſe things, 
and condemned by our Religion, as is evident by our book 
of Homilies, booke of Articles, the publike authorized lar- 
5 Catechiſme, and other publike Records : yea, the for. 

idding,aboliſhing,and preaching againſt theſe things, is 
an excellent meanes to yphold the puritie of our Religion, 
which in it ſelfe is ſo contrarie to all will-worſhip, humane 
inventions, ſuperſtition and idolatry. 

IX, was the exerciſe of Eccleſiaſticall diſcipline for 
the preſt᷑ funtion of order, for the puniſhing ard caſting out 
of obſlinate Heretikes, 1. Ti. f. 20. C6. 3. Tit. 3. 10. as allo 
of notorious offenders, which would not otherwiſe bee re- 
formed, 1. Cor. 5. 7. 2. Theſ.3. 14 and thoſe the people were 
to zuoide, 1. Ci. 5 10. 2:Tbeſ.3.6. 2:71.35. Epbeſ. 3. 7. 
This godly diſcipline duly obſerued, is of great force to pte- 
ſerue our Religion, and to keepe it in honour and eflima- 
tion. , 
X. Then was therevrging and preſſing to a holy comers 
6 C ſarwon, 


10 Looke beyond LVYNHIX. 
ſation, both in Paſtors, Tit. 2. 7, 8. 1.T6 _ 2. andinthe 
ple,Rom.12.1,2. Eyh. 5. & 6, This Chrilhan-like conuerſa- 
tion adorneth our Religion, which is onely powerfull in 
them which liue well; for ir condempeth all Libertiniſme 
and requireth very ſtrict obedience to God and his Word. 

XI. Then was ſufft ring of perſecution ſor the truth and the 

ſame fotetold to accompany the godly, 4d 14.22. 1. Thel. 
3.3. 2. Tim. 3. 12. & 1. 8. PH. I. ig hich greatly ſurthered 
Religion, taught by the Apoſtles, Phil. 1. 12. And ſo hath 
it done ours in theſe parts of Chriſtendome, as the World 
knoweth. | 

XII. Then was taught /b ie ction bothof Paſtors and peo. 
ple onto Principalities and Powers, asto Kings, ſo toinſeriow 
Magiſtrates ſent by them, All ſorts without exception, were 
taught obedience to them, and for confaience ſake, were 
they bound torender to them dues, tribute, cuſtome, ho- 
nour. They were commanded to make prayers ſot them 
with thankſgiuing, which was a meanes to further Religi- 
on: for the Apoſtle telleth them, that thus to doe is well-do- 
ing, and a meanes to ſtop the mouthes of the Aduerſaties, 
that ſo they might leade a quiet and peaceable life in al god- 
lineſſe and honeſtie, Rom. 1 3. 1,7. Tit 3. 1. 1. Prt. 243,17. 
1. Ti. 2. 1,2. This is, and hath bin an excellent meanes to ad- 
uance cur Religion: for Kings and Princes (ecing, that our 
true and Apoſtob call Religion did got derogate from their 
lawfull authoritie, did not draw ſubiects ſrom their allege- 
ance, nor exempt any from their true obedience, but rather 
maintained the rigbtʒ which Sod by his holy Word in 
Scriptures had giuen them; they ſubmitted to the truth and 
embraced our Religion, ſhaking off the yoake of Antichrith, 
and ſorooke yponthemthe authotitie given them of God, 
to reſorme Religion, according as they were taught, and 
had learned the doctrine of Chriſt in the Seriptures. 

Thus wee ſee, firſt, the ordinarie meanes which the holy 
Scriptures preſcribe,and euidently ſhew to haue been vſed 
in the Primitiue Church, for the planting and vpholdin of 
Ihriſtian Religion. And ſecondly, chat the very * 4 
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have been, and yet are the meanes for planting and pteſer- 
ung of our Religion, in euery Country where ĩt hath been 
received. Which meanes are ſo powerful and effectuall 
for this purpoſe, chat looke by how much theſe meanes are 
put in execution. by ſo much doth our Religion proſper, in 
ſpite of all worldly oppoſitions, and gaine- ſayings whatſo- 
euer: and on the contratie, looke as theſe meanes, cither 
whally,or but in part, are neglected, or faile to bee perfor. 
med, ſo doth our Religion loſe of its ſtrength, and decay a- 
mongſt the people, what policie ſoeuer men otherwiſe vic 
to vphold the ſame. For our Religion ſtands by holy and 
beauenly meanos and not by meere worldly policie, or hu- 
mane devices faire ſhewes tathe eyes, delights to the care, 
pleaſurable obiects to delight the carnally-minded.Neither 
can it be held by any Satanicall deluſions, fabulous natrati- 
ons, feigned miracles,deceitfull iugglings;nor by pretended 
2pparitions of Angels, or of ſoules departed ; nor by the 
bare zuthoritie of mens ſayings, Decrees of corrupt Coun- 
cels, Popes ſentences, wrangling Canoniſts, Sophiſticall di- 
ſtinctions of Schoolemen, humane Traditions, Apocryphall 
writings,old and idle cuſtones, examples of ignorant fore. 
fachers, eſtimation of mens perſons for learning, and ſhew of 
holineſſe; nor by any deceirfull, wicked, and corrupt dea- 
ling, as by counterfeite and baſtard writings, corrupting 
of Councels and Fathers, expunging words and ſentences 
out of learned mens workes, or altering them from the true 
meaning. to beguile the ſimple Reader. No, nor by furious 
and forcible meanes ; as dy fire and fagot, maſſacres, trea- 
ſons, poylons, and Rabbing of Kings, and Gun-powder- 
plots,nor by 2 helliſh practices, ſuch as the Apoſtle: 


neuer ſpake the Primicive Church neuet knew of, 


nor in holy Scripture were euet ſpoken of; for all theſe, out 
Religiap doch vttetly condemne. It is vpheld only by thoſe 
holy and heauenly meanes, which the Apoſtles taught, and 
practiſed, and which they haue left written in the Scriptures 
for direction of Gods Church, that ſhe may know, which be 


che onely effectuall meaues, that God bath appointed to vp- 
y 2 C: ppo hold 
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hold his true Religion. By theſe meanes ovely, ours 1s 
ſerued. And 2 it i char true Religion anche 

y Scripture teacheth. Which being ſo, l conclude this fit 
argument, That this our preſent Religion, wherein we differ 
fom-our Aduerſaries,was before Luthers time. 


II. Argument. 
From the bleſſed Martyrs in all 


Ages. 


" Hat Religion which was written by God inthe hearteof big 
— eee from the 77 — — 
allſuſferedfor, was before Luthers time, This cannot be de- 
niet. | 
But our Religion now preſent; was written by Godinthe | 
hearts of his Martyrs ,and is that which from the beginuing ts 
this day, they all ſuffered for. 1 
And therefore this our now preſem Religion was beſare Lu- 


. thers time. 


The Minor is thus confirmed, both for the of it 
in their hearts, and for ſuffering ſor it. The latter mani 
the former : for they that faithfully and conſtantly obey the 
truth, euen vnto ſuffering perſecui ion, and deathfor i, wich- 
out doubt haue it writren in their hearts. For if — 
be not imprinted in the heatts of the Martyrs, in whoſ 
is it written? For the Martyrs hid the Spirit of the ling 
God, fauing- knowledge, and remiffion of ſinnes; they 
xed in Gods Statutes, and kept his Iudgements fincerelyzall 
which are the euident ſignes, that Gods truth was written 
in their hearts, as theſe places of Seripture witneſſe, 2. (. 
3.3. Ier. 3 l. 33,34. Execb. 36. 27. This is not to bee doub- 
red of. But the queſtion is, Whether all the Martyrs did 
luffer for this our Religion, or no ? To anſwere to this, wer 
muft conſider, that all the Martyrs of Chrift may be ranked 
into foure ſorts, euery of which ſuffered for ſuch truths, a5 

are 
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ire in out Religion, which we doe at this ds ; 

I. Sort of Martyrs were thoſe, ho Is e Wes 
whereof the firſt was Stephen,then Lanes, wich many m— 
Add, 7. & 12.2, 4. All theſe did ſuffer for that Religion, 
which Chriſt and his Apoſiles taught: but they taught out 
ofthe Scriptures,and not out of Tradigions,as the Euange- 
lifts and Acts ſhew, But to ſuffer for that Religion, which 
jsonely taught in the Scriptures, is to ſuffer for ours, as by 
che former argument is prooued. Therefore they ſuffered 
for our Religion. ' | 

II. Sort of Martyrs were ſuch,as ſuffered by and amorg(t 
the Hearhen,eſpecially ynderthe Romane Tyrants, during 
che ten bloody perſecutions ;/ among which Martyrs were 
' moſt ofthe Apoſtles: for we reade not in Scripture,that any 
of the Apoſtles ſuffered martirdome among the Iewes, but 
onely Iames, Tobns brother, Act. 12.there ſuftered among 
the Heathen,” Now the Apoſtles being the planters of our 
_ (as by their writings doth a and alſo Mar- 
tyrs for the fame among this ſecond ſort, they muſt needs 
be our Martyrs,ſuffering for our Religion, and ſo all the reſt 
which followed the Apoſtles in the ſame faith. 

III. Sort of Martyr: were ſuch, as ſuffei ed by the furie 
and tage of Heretikes, when the Arians had got an ouer- 
ſwaying power through Arian Emperours and Kings. But 
thoſe Orthodoxall Martyrs and Confeſſors ſuffered for no 
other doctrine, then our Religion teacheth. For wee hold 
and profeſſe the faith ofthe Councell of Nice, and Atbana- 
ſins Seed for in our Common Prayer-booke they are ap- 
py ublikely to bee read in our Aſſemblies. And there- 
ore theſe alſo ſuffered for out Religion, and were our Mat- 
tyrs. 
But here our Aduerſaries will ſay, that all theſe three 
forts were their Martyrs; for they brag and boaſt of theſe to 
lilly people, as if they had ſuffered for their religion, no-] 
pro 45 and practiſed among them. But that the truth 
may appeare, whether theſe Martyrs be theirs, or ours, Wee 


muſt confider them both as Martyrs, and alſo as belecuers: 
C3 properly 
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ly they were Martyrs in ihoſe things, for which 
Hd fuer. re Au their fuftcring was forthe — 
receiued both by our Aduerſaries and vs, So the cauſe ma. 
king the Martyrs,and it equally held of both, they are our 
Martyrs, aſwell as theirs, Yea, if we conſider them alſo a5 
Belecuers, holding other points of faith, for which they 
were not queſtioned, neither ſuffered for, wee may more 
rightly claime them, then our Adverianes, For of which 
Religion they held, and moſt agreed vnto, of that Religion 
mult they be judged to be, That this may beeknowne, it 
mult be wel conceived, what they and we meane by ſaying, 
Our Religion. We either fide ſtand ypon our Religion, not 
28 wee agree in points of Chriſtianitie one with the other; 
but as wee haue our differences alſo to our ſelues one from 
the other. So vpon this reſteth the point, to trie the Mat- 
tyrs whoſe they bee, theirs or ours, by theit more or leſſe 
agreeing, or diſagreeing with either ſide in out ſaid diffe- 
tences. But in reſpect ot the maine differences oſ theifRe. = 
ligion from our, that they cannot claime the Marryrs,] thus 
proue by theſe enſuing reaſoans. | 

I. Ittheſe maine differences intheir Religiotf be ſuch,as 
none of theſe Martyrs (which ſuffered by, and among the 
Iewes, or by, and amongſt the Heathen, or by, and amon 
the wicked Heretikes) euer made profeſſion of, much leſſe 
ſuffered for, then in teſpect of theſe differences, are they not 
their Martyrs ; they cannot appropriate them to them- 
ſelues, as they vie to doe, but ate ſtill Martyrs in common. 

But the antecedent is true, as ſhall be prooued by my 
third reaſon next following, fot ſixe hundred yeeres ſpace 
after Chriſt, in which ſpace were all three ſorts of Martyrs. 
And therefore the conſequence cannot be denied. 

II. If theſe diffetendes in their Religion bee nothing 
elſe but humane inventions, without ſound authotitie from 
holy Scriptures, and that the Martyrs profeſſed and belee- 
ued thoſe things onely, which expreſlely, or by neceſſarie 
concluſions, are contained in the Scriptures, cheninreſpeR 
of theſe diffetences, they ate not their Martyrs. 1 

SORT ; 
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But the former part is true, Ego, the latter muſt needes 
de granted. | 

For the truth of the antecedent, touching ihe vnwartan- 
tableneſſe of theſe their differences, and without ell ground 
of Scripture : I demand of Papiſts, what Scripture haue they 
for theſe things, where in we and they doe differ? 

I. Of God. What Scripture for the picturing of the holy 
unitie; forbidden by Moſes to be any way repreſented? 
Deut 4. 15,16. | 

II. Of the Seripturet. Where is it written, that the 
detiptures receive authoritie from the Church, and the 
ſenſe thereofonely ſubiect vnto her? That the Vulgar La- 
tin traoflation is only to be admitted as authenticall ? That 
the Scriptures be imperfect, and are not the certaine rule of 
fairh? That there are traditions beſides for perfeing the 
Scriptures,and*to bee receiued with equall authoruie with 
Scriptures?” 

III. Ofthe Church.” That the Cathslike Church is not 
the company onely of Gods elect people? That the Church 
of Rome cannot erte? 

IV. Of the Pope, Where is Scriptureto proue, that Pe- 
ter was at Rome, and Biſhop there twenty fe yeeres? That 
he was to be appointed Vicar of Chriſt? That the Pope is 
the vniuerſall Biſhop ?-Thar he onely is Perers ſucceſſour, 
and Chrifis Vicar? That he cannot erre ? C a1h-ara? That 
he is aboue Councelsꝰ That hee may depoſe Kings from 
their temporall eſtates, and diſpoſe of their Kingdomes ? 


That he can diſpenſe with finnes againſt the plaine Law of 


God ? That he can ſer.ſoules free out of torments after this 
life? 

V. Of the Clergic and Eccleſiaſtical perſont. In what place 
of Scripture is it taught, that there be Popes, Cardinals, and 
PopiſhPrelates like Princes? That there are now Prieſts, 
to whom a ſpeciall Office of Prieſthood isaſſigned? That 
there bee ſeuen degrees thereof? That a man is now ap- 
pointed in the time of the Goſpell, to offer ſacrifices daily 


forthe quicke and the deadꝰ That all Churchmen how 
C 
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led) are to live yomacried? That a Monaſticall life is the 
beſt eftate? That Eccleſiaſticall perſons are exemp from 
ſecular authoritie Þ* 5 | 
VI. Of the Sacraments. Where doth the Scripture tech. 
that Baptiſme is to bee adminiftred with Chrilme,Oyle, 
Coniuring, Salt, Spittle? That chere is ſuch a ſpitituall kin. 
dred betweene the Witneſſes, and the partie baptized, as al. 
ſo berwixtthe Parents and Children of thoſe Wirneſſes, az 
it hindreth marriage (without a diſpenſation) betwixt one 
another, though there be otherwiſe no kindred either of af. 
finitieor couſanguinitie? That Teſus Chriſt is bodily and 
wholly,as he is Man, borne of the Virgin Marie, in the da. 
crament, the Bread being turned into his Fleſh? That it isa 
ſacrifice for the quick and the dead ? That the Cake is to be 
reſerued, and carried about in pompe, and rhgt all are to fall 
downe to it, and 7 it? That it is to e adminiftred 
but in one kind? That the Lay people muſt not take it, but 


ape and eate it? That the Prieſt that ſaich Maſſe, muſt 
Rate a ſhauen Crowne; haue his Amice,Girdle, Aube, Ma- 
nuple, Stole, Cheſible, and other pretended holy yeltments? 


That he muſt vſe ſuch croffings, turnings, duckings, liftings, 
whiſperings, gapings, minglings of wine and water, 
lickings, and other varietie of ſtagelike geſtures? 

VII. Of Prayer. That it muſt be in Latine? That not 
God onely, but Saints may be prayd vnto? That the dead 
are to be prayed for? That it is lawfull to pray by number, 
to ſay the ſame I 5 o. times, and to pray vpon Beades ? F 

VIII. Of Worſhip. What written Word teacheth, that 
Diuine Serviceis to bee ſaid onely in the Latine Tongue? 
That Saints, and their Reliques are to be adored?That Ima- 
ges and Pictures are to be in Churches, for adoration ſake, 

and to be Lay-mens bookes? 

IX. Of the Virgin Marie: That ſhe was borne without 
ſinne? That ſhe is the Queene of Heauen, the Lady of the 
World? That ſhe is divinely to be worſhipped? That (hee 
s to haue her proper ſeruice,and her Aus Mariet 
X. Of the Church or Temple, the place of publike fo 
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(hip. rr (aw fs wer to be baptized? That 
there muſt bee Alzars, Veiles, Holy-water, Holy-aſhes, 
many ſuch erumperies? That children dyin 
without Baptiſme. are not to be buried inthe Qhurch- yard; 
and that there is for their ſoules a Limbus Infantinm? © © 

XI. Of dayes. Where doe the Apoſtles teach, that 
there are ſuch a number of Holy. dayes, as be in that Religi- 
on? That a ſpecidll Holineſſe is to be put in the obſeruation 
of dayes ? That dayes and times are to bee ſer apart to che 
or{hip of Saints? 

XII. Of meaztes. Where in Scripture reade they, that 
there is ſuch a difference of meates, as the obſeruation of 
ſuch a difference at ſome times, is more holy, then at other 
ſome times ? Y 

All theſe differences are humane inventions, without 
warrant of Scriptures. Now let them ſhew,thar any of theſe 
ſorts of Martyrs beleeued and profeſſed theſe differences; if 
they cannot, then the concluſion is good, that they were not 
their Martyrs by theſe differences, but in common ill ours 
8s well as theirs, 

III. Ifcheſe differences be but a very patcherie of Here- 
ſies, Iudaiſme, and Paganiſme, then in reſpeQ thereof, they 
cannot be their Martyrs : for Martyrs ſuffered for none of 
theſe three, but, in dereftation thereof, were gricuouſly per- 
ecuted by Iewes, Pagans,and Heretikes. 4 

But the antecedent is moſt true, as our learned men haue . P. 2 
made it manifeſt. For Hereſies; * Biſh. Marron, > Doct. i hie- * "4pol Caths, 
acres, © Gab. Powel, and Doctor Milet. For Iudaiſme, cap.6s. 
Doctor Raywolds hath ſufficiently manifeſted it, and ſome- © Lib de 4nti- 
what of Paganiſme. But for this rade Thom. Morefin,Doc- ii g- 
tor of Phyfick, his whole booke, called Paparxs,pripted at n pillar of 
Edinburgh, and f Gab. Pawel on the firſt Chapter to the Ro- pop. 
manes, For all three, ſee « lace booke,called, The* Againſt Hart, 


three (onforninies,/ And e in reſpeQofcheſe dif- gd. 
rences,beifig hecericall;lewiſh,and Paganiſh,cheſe Martyrs 745 — 


me none of their Martyrs, neither did che ir ſufferings make ca. t. verſ. 23. 
enn. porRncRettn. — ** 
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IV. If theſe differences. from out Religton 
violence to the three Offices of Chriſt, and make te. 
like worſhip in many things blaſphemous;and idolatrous; 
then in reſpect of ſuch differences, they ate not their Mar 
tyrs. 
g But the antecedent is true. Ergo, the conſequent. To 

proue the antecedent, Doctor Femmes hach lately of pur- 
poſe ſet forth his Triſagion, wherein he hath ſufficientiy con. 
firmed it, out of their publike ¶Miſſaes, Bremiariet, Porinſen, 
Noſaries, Liturgies, Yſaltert, Primers,and Manuals of pray. 
eri, to which I referre the Reader for full ſatisfaRion ; And 
doe conclude therefore, that theſe bleſſed Martyrs ere 
none of theirs,by vertue of theſe difference. 

v. If many of thele differences of theirs be not only be. 
ſides Scripture, without warrant from thence, as before is 
ſhewed, but alſo flat agaiaft Scripture,” and againſt our 
common tenents,agrecd yponbetweene vs and them: they 
in reſpect of theſe differences, they are not their Martyrs, 
For they did not ſuffer for thoſe things which were againſt 
Scripture,and the common tenents of Chriſtianitie, where. 
in we and our Aduerſaries doe agree, If they date afficme 
chis, let them giue inſtances thereof; : , | |: 

But many of thoſe their differences are againſt Seripture, 
and againſt the common tenents of Chriſtianitie, in which: 
we both agree. Which being ſo, theſe their differences can 
be no partof Chriſtianicie, becauſe they be againſboththe 
rule, and alſo againſt the grounds of Chriſtianitie. There · 
fore the conſequence is true. That there axe ſuch differen» 
ces betweene vs, I inligace for proofe in theſe enſuing. 

That the Scriptures ate impetfect, contrarie to Pſal. ig. 7. 
1. Tim. 3. 16, 17. That there is an vn written word, called, 
Traditions, to be added thereunto; contrarie to Deut. 4. 2. 
Neuel. 21. 8. Prou. 30.6. That the witneſſe of the Church is 
greater then the witneſlc of the Scriptures, and to he belee- 
red before them ⁊ contrarie to . Ieh. g. lob. 7. 

That th&inuifible God may bee pictured: contrarie to 
Dent 4.15 Ahts,17.29, Eſay 40. 18. hm 1. 23. That Ima- 

— | Bes 
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ges may be made to be 1 
15. Exod. 20. and that they are for 
Hab. 2. 1 8. 

That prayers may be made to che Virgine Maric and to 
Saints departed : contratie to Matth. 6. ig. and conttatie to 
the practice of the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
holy men in Scripture, That prayers made by nuniber, and 
often repetitions, ore pleaſing vnto God, as when people are 
ravght to pray by number on Beades : contrary to Marth, 
6,7. That they may be vtteted in an vnknowne tongue, and 
allo Gods publike ſeruice ſo ſaid: contrary to 1. Cor. 14. 
15,19. That cherein a generell good intent is acceptable to 
God, though the mind bee not endued with ſound know. 
ledge : contrarie to Prou. 19.2. 1. (vr. 14.20. 

That the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, is to be admi- 
niſtred and teceiued in one kind:contrary to Matth. 26 27. 
. Co. 16. & 11. 23, 24.25. That Ieſus Chriſt is corpo- 
rally in the Bread tranſubſtantiated: contrary to As 3. 21. 
And that it is very God: contrary to Heſ. 8.6. That it is of- 
fered for a ſacrifice propitiatorie, as if Chriſt once offering 
himſelfe, were not ſufficient: comrary to Heb. 0. 10, 14. 

That the Law may be ſul filled, and a man iuſtified there- 
by before God : contrarie to Nom. 7. 19. & 3. 20. & 4. 2. 
1. 07.4.4. Eſay 46.8. | 

That a man may merit by his works: contrary to Tit. 3.5. 
Epbeſ. 2.8, 10. Rom. 6. 23. Lal. 7. 1o. That a man may bee 
able to doe more, then God requireth of him, or that hee is 
tyed by dutie to doe: conttary to Rom. 7.19. Lak. 17. to. 
Frou. 20.9. Ecrieſe y. 20. Pſal.130.3 That the Pope may 
diſpenſe with Gods Law: contrary to 1. Sam. 2.25. Rom. &. 
12,34. Job 9.3 3. & 34.29. 

Thar han an — which yet are not 1 — by 
Gods Law : contrary to 1. lob. 3. 4. Ro. 4. t 5. & 7.8. & 3. 20. 
That ſome ſinnes are in . — vena, which deſerue 
not death: contrary to Rem. 6. 23. James 1.15. Geneſa2.17- 
That originall:-concupiſcence is no ſinne in the regenerate: 


contrary to Rom. 7. I 9. NY. als To _ the * was 
2 


2 
contratie to Newt, 2. 
aſtruction: contratie to 
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was without ſinne: contrary to J 4.4. Ferie. . 2 10, 
P30. 3. Rom. 3. 9, 3. . L 5 L146. 

That Marriage is not honourable in all forts of men. as 
for inſtance, not in the Clergie: comrary to Heb,1 34. 
Cor. 5. 9. 1. Tim. 5. 14. and contrary to the practice of the 
married Pricſts vnder the Law, That married perſons wich 
conſent,may euer liue aſunder, to leade a Monaſticall life; 
contrary to 1. (vr. 7. 2. 454 

That holineſſe is to be put in the obſeruation of dayes: 
contrary to ( vl. 2.16. Of meates: contrary to Rom. ig. 14. 
1. Cor. 8. 8. Math. 15.20. 1. Tim. 4. 3,4. and fo met lole 
thereby Chriſtian liberty: contrary to Ga... 

That many who die in the Lord, not abies from God, 
yet reſt not after death for a time: contrary to Reusi. 14. ;. 
but make a temporall ſatisfaction, in a place they call Pur. 
gatory, whoſe ſinnes although here pardoned, yer goe not 
theſe ſoules immediately to Heaven :contraty to Lake 23, 
43. where the good Thieſe is promiſed Paradiſe, which is 
Heauen, 2. Cor. 12.3, 4. 

That the Popes power is Kingly, yea, that he may vie the 
temporall Sword, and depoſe Kings, and di of their 
Kiogdomes, and be ſuhiect to none: contrary to Lake 224 
25,26. Matth. 20.25, 26. Rem. 1. 77.3. 1. 1. Pet. a. 13. 
That he which gets the Popes diſpenſation, ſinnech pot in 
that he doth, though the ſame be againſt Gods Law con- 
traty to Matth. 5. 19. Deus. 27. 26. Jer. 1 l. 3. lohn 3. 4 That 
the Pope is Chriſts Vicar, and yet may intermeddle with 
the earthly, and temporell Kingdomes of this World: con- 
wary to Chriſts ovne practice, Lai. 1 2. 14. the nature oſbis 
Kingdome, /ohu 18.36. againſt the nature of ſuch ſpirituall 
weapons and power which God gaue to his Apoſiles, 3. Co- 
ri. 10.4.5. 6. Yea, that the Pope may take vpon him (i 
hee 2 to haue to doe with thoſe whichare A 
wit, the Heathen,to give away their Kingdomes, (as he pre · 
ſumeth to doe wah ach as forſake him, whom 10 iudgeth 
to bee Heretickes) contrarie to 1. Cor. g. 12,13. That his 
Cergie ate enempted ſrom ciuill — contrarie to 

thrifts 


Chriſts commandement, Merch. 22.21. tohis practice, 
Matth.1 7. 27. to Saint Pererteaching, 1. Per. 2. 13, 14. aud 
to Saint Pauli, Ro. v3. t, . Nit. 3. 1. It were infinite to par- 
ticularize all the differences betweene our Religion and 
theirs, wherein they are contrary to holy Scripture, and con. 
tratie tothe tenne Commandements, the Creed, the Lords 
Prayer, and the two S2craments; Of which if any de ſice 


herein inflances to be better ſatisfied, let him reade Galric! Lib\de anti. 
chr. cap. 5. to 


Pomei, who hath purpoſely ſer downe a multitude of parti- 
lars. | 

VI. Andlaftly, if none of the Martyrs were Papiſis, ot 
is they pleaſe to call themſclues)Roman Catholikes; then 
could they not bee their Manyrs: for they which bee not 
ſoch, are not held to bee of their Romane Religion, nor 
Church. 

But none of theſe Martyrs were Papiſts, or Romane 
Catholikes; for they held not theſe many differences of 
theirs from vs, by which a Papiſt becommerh a Papiſt or 
Roman Catholike, and without which hee is not by them 
zpproued to be ſuch a one. For let a man hold all other 
points of Chriſtianĩtie wholly and fully ; yet if he hold nor, 
that the Pope hath authoritie, as Chriſts Vicar vpon earth : 
that the Church of Rome is the Mother and Miſtreſſe of all 
Churches: that there are ſeuen Sacraments : that the Sacra- 
men: may bee received in one kind: that the bread after 
conſecration is tranſubſtantiated, and Chriſt there corpo- 
rally vnder the ſormes of Bread and Wine, and ſoto bee di- 
nnely adored : that ſervice is to be ſaid euery where in La- 
tine : that Images are to be ſer in Churches, and to be wor- 
ſhipped : that Saints departed, are to be prayed mo, and 
their Reliques worſhipped: that there is a Purgatorie for 
penall ſatisſaction after this life: that our workes doe me- 
rr, and that we are iuſtiſied by them before Gad: thai Ec- 
cleſtaſticall perſons may not merry: that conſeſſion of ins 
is to be made feererly to a Pricft in his evre, and that hee 
hath power iudicially to abſolue the conſitents, and impoſe 


penance ypon them for ſatisfaction for ſinne vnto God. 
| D 3 Theſe 


cap. 33- 


Lib. de eccleſ. 
cont. 2.queſt, 5. 
pa. 300. & 308. 


22 Looke beyond LVNY HERR. ö 
| Theſe,and ſuch other articles newly coyned, whoſoeue: 
doth not hold, is not iudged to be a Roman Catholike, But 
none of theſe differences did theſe Martyrs hold, much leſſe 
euer ſuffered perſecution for. For not one of theſearticles 
of the Trent Conuenticle was held in the time of theſe ſorts 
of Martyrs, all of them ſuffering within che 600. yeeres ak. 
ter Chriſt, ia which ſpace was there none that might be cal. 
led a Papiſt, or Roman Catholike after the definition of the 
Trentiſts. And therefore were they not their Martyrs, nei. 
ther did any of them profeſſe the now new Roman Tren- 
tilme, $0 5 of 
And thus wee ſee, how by theſe differences they cannot 
claime the Martyrs; Now our differences from them ate all 
grounded yponScriptures, and Principles of Chriſtianitie, 
and warranted by ſuch common truth of Chriſtian Religi, 
on, as they and we doe fully accord in; not one of our di 
rences being either hereſie, or any part of Iudaiſme, ot Pa. 
paniſme, nor euer condemned by any generall Councell in 
the ſpace of theſe firſt ſixe hundreds of yeeres, iu which 
theſe three forts of Martyrs did liue. True it is, that our ad- 
uerſaries call vs Heretikes, and lay hereſies to our ch 
but falſely,withour iuſt prooſe, as out learned Whitacres i 
ſhop Morton, and others, ſhew in auſwering Zellarminehis 
calumnies herein to the full. Seeing then our differences 
and truths of Chriſtian Religion, taught by the Apoſiles, 
and by the ſueceeding Paſtors, and belieued by the Church, 
are the parts of that Faith and Religion, which theſe Mat- 
tyrs ſoffered for; I conclude, that in regard both ofthe 
truthes herein wee and our aduerſaties agree, and alſo of 
our differences, wherein we diſagree from the now preſent 
Church of Rome, they were our Martyrs, and none of 
theirs. 51 | 
IV. 'Sortof Martyrs are thoſe, who ſuffered by, and a- 
mongſt theſe our aduei ſaries, as the Berepgarians, Walden- 
les, Albigenſes, Viet life and his followers in England, lol 
Hus, and Jerome of Prague, at Conſtance, and many moe in 
Bohemia, and in other — cuen to Luthers time, and aſ- 
ter, 
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ter an innumerable mulditude flaine und waſſacred, burnr 
— to ſunqite deat hs for out Religion, and for paines 
gying our aduetſaries in thoſe differences, which we now 
ſtand out in, againſt the Churchof Rome at chis preſent, 
Theſe were therefore our Martyrs, | 

But our adverſaries will ſay; that theſe were no Martyrs, 0 37 
but condemned Hetetilecs ::: 2 1110 21s . 

That they weteMartyrs,8 no Heretikes, its clcare. d. ahi (As er 
inthe Reuelation, ealleth thoſe Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus, 
Reuel. 17. b. which ſhould ſuffer for the Word of God, for 
refufing to worſhiprhe Beaſt and his Image, and for not re- 
ceiuing his marke in their fore heads, or in their hands, Ne- 
l. 20.4. and for keeping the commandements of God, 
and the faith of Ieſus, and fo dying in the Lord, ſhould reſt 
from their labours, and be accounted bleſſed, Reuel. 14. 1 2, 
13. But ſuch were theſe our Martyrs, for they ſuffered for 
Gods Word, for keeping the Commandements and Faith 
of leſus, and forrefutidg to ip the Bratt and Whore 
of Rome, drunk with the hlood of the Saints. And there» 
fore were bleſſed Martyrs, and no Heretikes. 

But they will ſay z Theſe held divers errours, and were 06127, 
not in all things wholly with vs? 

They ſuffered, and were Martyrs for thoſe ſelfe- ſame nſw. 
lags, which with vs they witueſſed againſt the Church of 

ome, 8 | 

II. Many errours are sſcribed ynto them, which they De contins. e 
— held, as Doctor ber Biſhop of Meth learnedly Haus kccie e- 

wes, l | 191 1 V.. 

III. Though in ſome things they ſhould haue differed 
ſtom vs, yet doth not that make them not to be of our Reli 
gion, For if for lighter differences in opinions, men ſnould 
be held not to be of the ſame Religion (if fo our aduerſaries 
will conclude) then are the now Romaniſts not: of one and 
the ſame Religion, which is now profeſſed at Rome: for 
one of ihem differs much froth another in many things. See Doct Has 
Neither haue any right to the ancient Pathers, be- — 3 on 
'weene whom and theſe our aduerſaries, is allo great diffe- | 

rence, 
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d chat in things, Theſe Martyrs therefore 
— from vs in ſome things (the Light 


though they might di 
then notſhining ſo clearely,as now it doth) were our Mar. 
tyrs. Thus we ſee all the Martyrs fromthe beginning, to 
be ours, and ſo haue our aduerſaties none at all, which 

be properly called theirs, for the firſt 600. yeeres : For if they 
claimethefirſt three ſorts, its but as they doe agree with ys; 
for in their differences from vs, the Martyrs are none of 
theirs, The fourth ſort are clearely our owne,and ate Mar. 
tyrs in defence of our differences from them. But for their 
differences,they haue no Martyrs of Ieſus: for ſuch Mar. 
tyrs as be his Martyrs, ſuffer for his ſake, for Gods Word, 
for his Faith and Commandements : but their differences 
ate not Gods Word, nor the Faith, nor Commandementi 
of Ieſus, neither ſuffered Papiſts here for Religion; but for 
treaſon, tebellion, diſloyall acts, for denying due obedience 
to lawfull authoritie, and for ſtanding in defence of fottane 
power, and the authoritie of the loa, the 
murtherer of Saints, and of that Antichriſt the Pope, as dee 
is prooued ſufficiently ſo to be. And therefore I conclude, 
our Religion to be before Latheritime. 


III. Argument. 


From the Writings of the ancient 
Fathers. 


1 Hat Religion which is to be found in the writings of the ar- 
cient Fathers,4s profeſſed and taughe by them in the firit 
600, jeeres after Chriſt, that was before Luthers tim. 

But this out preſent Religion ( in the points of doctriue, wherin 
we differ from our aduerſaries )u to be found in the writings of 
the ancient Fathers, as profeſſed and taught by them in the fuſs 
600, yeerefafter Chi. „ Ai % S0 

Therefore mas this our preſent Religion (in the point! of 
doctriue, whereinwee differ from our Mariet) before Lu- 
thers time. * 
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"4 "The Minor I thus prooue: All the differing Re ' 
greateſt note, which were euer fince Chrifts — — 
one of theſe; ludaiſme, Gentiliſme, or Paganiſme, Arianiſme 
(vader which I comprebend all hereſies) Mahometifme, or 
Turciſme, the preſent Religion of the Church of Rome, which 
may be called Tremtiſme, or Ieſuitiſine, commonly called, 
Paiſftrie; and this our Religion termed, The reformed Reli- 
gien, or Proteſtancy; which wee proſeſſe and teach with au 
rnanime conſent in the Harmonie of Confeſſions, otherwiſe 
then the Church of Rome now doth. But thoſe ancient Fa- 
thers taught nat Iudaiſme, nor Pagani ſme, nor Arianiſme, 
ot other hereſies, which in thoſe dayes roſe vp, nor Maho- 
metiſme. Ergo, either the Religion of the now Church of 
Rome, or ours, with either of our differences one from ano. 
ther, But not ſo this of theirs, For thoſe differences on their 
part, whereby a man becommeth a Roman Catholicke, or 
Papiſt, the ancientFachers, with one conſem, neuer taught. 
The differences are mentioned before: for all which ifr 

can produce the vi Conſent ofthoſe Fathers in 6oo. 
yeeres ſpace, we yeeld them the Fathers: but if not, then are 
they ours,as they that taught and profeſſed our Relig} 
For they not onely taught all the maine points of faith, 
which we and our Aduerſaries doe agree in; but alſo all the 
principall differences with vs, wherein we and our aduerſa- 


1, 
25 N 


©, 


ries doe differ, as Pola hath largely prooucd, ta whole In his Sympbe- 
learned paines I referre the Reader. Therefore this our pre- via caibol. 


ſent Religion was before Luberr time. 


From the witneſſe of our very Aduer- 
1 eee nb 
4 — _ 


” - 


i 
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But this our preſent Religion is [nch a religion; auttberyfur 
1-7 SIO Nom 


before Luthets time. © © | 


Dre. 

The Minor, if they deny, is thus confirmed, I. There re 
amongi\t them the holy Scriptares, which they ac , 
to be the Word of God: but by thoſe Sctiptmes may al 
our Religion bee proued, and fully confirmed, in any tbi 
wherein we differ from our aduerſaries. And therefore this 
our Religion is to be found among them, ä 

II. There is that which is called, The Apoſtles 
the Nicene Creed, which they profeſle, the Articles whereof 
we held, and therein is contained the ſumme of our Faith, 
III. There is the Lerds Prayer, the paterne of all uue 
Prayers, according to which onely wee teach how to pty 
aright, and thereafter doe frame our prayers. 

IV. There is abe Decalogue and ten Commandement, 
which though defectiuely ſer downe in their Catechiſmes 
(the ſecond being leſt out) yet are they wholly ferdawnein 
their Bibles, which ten Commandements are the ſumme of 
our morall abedience,and of our duties towards God, and 
nent bona Baprifae and 
v. They acknowledge arr aments, Bapts | 
the Lords Supper, both which — adrnioifter, 

VI. There are common tenents of ( briftianitie, which all 
Chbriftian Churches haue euer held, wherein we and they 
fully agree. | 

VII. There is their Seraice Booke, wherein though m 

abominations are to be found, yet in other things ir iuſti- 
freth our Religion and Setuict: As may appeare by comps- 
ring our Seryice Booke with it ; out of which, ours was for 
the ſubſtance thereof, taken. Againſt which they cannot 
iuſily rake exception; neither are they able to proove, by 
Gods Word, by the ancient Councels, and conſent of the 
wnlawfull, wherein — it differed from theirs. .': | 


VIII. Theremay alfa be found#huin eder 
mes wich vs, inchoſe thing, eee 


be ind they bear oddes, and doe diſagree; s Maſter Pex. In his refor. 


like may be done in maay other points, like, 

XI. And laflly,rhere is to be found alt and exery point of 
our Religion particularly, 'wherein wee differ from han 
which either wee affirme, or they denie ; or we denie,and 
they afficme ; and che ſame iuſtiſied by the writings of the 
ſeatned amongſt them, For procfe hereof, I referre 18 R es- 
der to ay Lard of {onemri: and Lichfeild, his Catholike ap- 
prale, Catholile Apo ie, fuſt and ſecond parti; to my 


Lord of Meeth,his booke de Chrs, Eccteſ. ſucceſ. & ſtatu; to 
Ihricw, his Catalog. Teft. Verizats ; to lob. 4 Munſter, his 


Nobils D5ſcurſus ; to Dot. Feild, his fourth booke of the 
Church, who prooueth ſeuen and twenty particulars of our 
maine differences out of their owne Writers. And if the 
writings of their learned men doe not iuflific our Religion, 
Lmould know, why they doe not ſuffer ſuch writings to 
paſſe without purging ? For if ſuch things were nor for vn, 
and apainft t would not put out, nor alter, nor ſo 
indeed corrupt Authors, or inhibit them to paſſe abroad, at 
they doe: which one act of theirs ſheweth, that our diffe- 
rences might bee prooued, euen by their owne Writers, if 
they might decide the controverſies betwixt vs and them. 
Thus we ſee, how our Religion is to be found amongſt 
them, not onely in the points wherein we doe agree, but 
even in all our particular differences, in which wee ſtand 
out againſt the preualent faction of that Church, which al- 
waies hath ouer- borne the truth, which by others of more 
ſound iudgement in that Church, hath been from time to 
time pubhſhed and maintained, And therefore this our ' 
now preſent Religion was before Luhers time. 


V. Argument 


From the beginning of our Reli ion here, before 

Auſtin — — — 9 to be: land. 5 

TY which was here ty thus 'Taud of Great Bri- 
—— unte cane imo it thin was — 
0 E 3 


. 
: 


bin giueth inſtance in one and twenty particulars: and the ved Catho- 
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fore Luthers tine :; for this Monke, cume in nuny hunde 
ot before Luther was born. 2 een 
But this our preſent Religion was here inthis Hand of Great 
Britaineb: fart Auſtin the Aonke came into it. 177 
Therefore mas it before Luthers d ages. 
| | —_ 


The Minor I thus proou e. : naffhe wht 
I. The Chriſtian Religion taught at Ietuſalem bythe 
Apoſtles, and other Diſciples of Chtiſt was our Religion 2 
by the firſt argument is prooued from the Apofiles vi. 
tings. | *: f. ASM. v 
can b den in Bur that ſame Chriſtian Religion as here taught, and\ 
Britp. 40.157. that either by ſome Apoſtle, as Simen Zelorer; or ſome Diſ. 
— ciple of Chriſt, as Joſeph of Arimathea, * as ſome oſ our fide 
Chron, baue prooued fully, and our aduetſaries yeeld vs. Now ib 
Alidleton in his that which was taught at Ietuſalem was ours, then muſt it 
1 needs be ours, which nes Zlores, & Joſeph of Arimathea 
_ did here teach, at the firſt planting of it, being beforecAv> 
r ſtinrtime: for can any ſay, that — from leruſa- 
vnder Brerelys lem hither, any other Religion, then the Apoſtles delivered: 
name. there? 5 | 0 280 
II. That ſame Religion firſt taught, did continue here: 
in ſucceſſion from the Apoliles dayes, and was held at A. 
fins comming, as our aduerſaries, the Apologiſts doe EA 
Brerely-his Ap. and doe take this alſo for an vndoubted truth, that the In- 
pes le, Trac. 1. fine: of Wales receiued the faith of.Chrift, bypreaching of the 
SeQ.2. pag 6. Apoſtles,and held that Faith at Auſtiut comming. Now the 
faith taught by the Apoſtles, beingthe ſame with ours, as- 
the holy Scriptures beare witneſſe again all gaine-{azers; 
it is cleate by the Apologiſts proofes, and their owne ac · 
knowledgement of the continuance thereof, fromthe very 
beginning, that this our preſent Religion was herein this 
Iland of Great Britaine, before A#ſtins comming. 
III. Here were many which fuffered Marryrdome in 
Dyecleſians raigne, before Auſtines dayts, but it is provued 
before in the ſecond Argument, that all che Manytsof' 
htiſt were of our Religion, And —— _— 
— e eligzon,, 
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IV. Before Auftines comtning, the Church of Chriſt 
here, was not ſubied to the Romuſſi Church: ſor ful, they 
kept not their Baſter after the Romiſ faſhion; bur ad the 
Eaſterne Churches kept it, whence our Religion came. 
Now if they had been of the Rominifts tutoting, the fierie 
ſpirit of Nor, who arterhpredto:excotmmunicate the Baſl- 
eme Churches, would haue compelled the Britaines to haue 
kept their Eaſter, as hee did. Secondly, they adminiſtted 
Baptiſme not after the ceremonious faſhion of the -Roma- 
niſts. Thirdly, they reſuſed rodoe; what Auſtia required, Pe ia bi,. 
geither would' they acknovriedge him their Archbuiſhop, 4b. 204. . 
chough ſent from Rome by the Biſhop there: Fourthly, both 
the Britaines, Scots, and Iriſh Biſhops ſo vtterly reiected the 
Romiſh Biſhops, as Biſhop Dagamu denied all communion Bedalib. a. ea. 
vith chem yes andrefuſed to care bread wich them in the ip ib e, 
lame Inne; ſo little regard had they ihen to the authoritie N . 
either of the Romilh Ghurch,or Romiſh Biſhops, Vea, the 
Centutifts,and other Proteſtants haue obfſerued out of Gal-Galfridus Ma. 
fridur,that before Auſtiuet comming there was here amongit numentiſi cen- 
tle Briraines che profeſſionef more pure Chriſtiznitie Senthes 954-009 | 
which Auſtine 6roughe from Rome. Its babbled ourby:our. | — 
aduerſaries, that this Auſtin conuerredchis Iland: but this is 
moſt vntrue; ſor Saint Aidan, and Saint Finn, were the 
Lords inſtruments to gaine many here to Chrift. 
. Saint Aidan recoueted from Paganiſme, the Kingdome Beda lib. 3. 
of Northumberland, whereunto belonged (beſides Nor- Hicap 3. 6. 
thumberland ir ſelſe, the Lands beyond it, vnto Edenborow 
Frith) the ſe Countries, Cumberland, Weſtmetland, Lanca- 
ſhire, Lor ke ſhire, and the Biſhopricke of Durham. 

Saint Finan regained not onely Eſſex and Middle ſex; but 10 c 8 
alſo the large Kingdome of Mercia, conueried fuft vnto | Epiſite 
Chriſtianitie; which Kingdome did comprehend vnder it 44, qo Sir 
theſe Countries; Glofterfhire, Herefordſhire, Worce- Chr.5yb:borgo 
ſteiſhite, Warwickſhire, Leiceſterfhire , Rutlandſhire, boote. 

Nor hamptonſhire, Lincolncſhire, Huntipgtor ſhire, 
Bedſordſhire, Buckingamſhice , Oxford(hirez"Stafiotd- 
7 E 3 ſhire, 
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ſhire, Darbyſhire, Shropſhire, Noctingamſhise, Cheſhut 

and halfe Heriſbrdſhire. A vwattal 2e | 
Theſe holy men are they, which, vader God, are to haue 
the prayſe, and not Auſtin, whobroughe ſome, butfew in 
compariſon of cheſe, to the profeſſion of Chriſt : but wich- 
all, beſmered them with Romiſh ſuperſtitions. And ſuch 
others as were already Chriſtians, hee endeuoured to loade 
wich humane inventions, and vnneceſſary ceremonies, 
See Arckb. was(ifnotche cauſe) yet the occaſion of the deſtruction of 
Parker his book many, and of the miſerable and mercileſſe laughter of the 
— NN godly Monkes at Bangor, to the number of 1200. for that 
ec . theſepoore Monkes would not ſubmir to him, whom they 
ſaw to be too and not ſo humble a man, asamanof 

God ought to haue been. 

v. That this our Religion was here before Aufin,it may 
appeare by that publike doctrine of the Church which was 
taught about the time of Gregorie, (ho ſent in hithet this 
Aaſtin) conterning the bleſſed Sacraments, altogether a- 
gteeing with our preſent doctrine, and plainely oppoſite to 

— the doctrine of the now Church of Rome. For in an Ham- 
= ___ ly of the Saxon Tongue, appointed to bee on Eafter 
— * Aq, throughout euery Church, the bread is acknow 
cap. 2 ccf. . to be aaI corruptible bread, and corruptible wine; truly 
peg. l. Chrifts body and blond, yet not ſo bodsly but ſpiritually ; and no- 
thing therein tobe umderſtood bodily, but all ſpiritually. If this 
was the publike doctrine, ſo fully herein agreeing with vs, 
ſo contrary no to the Romiſh beliefe, in their tranſubſtan- 
tiared bread (for: deniall whereof they haue murthered ſo 
many, and now hold it ſtill ſo maine an article of their Ro- 
mane beliefe,) how can it be otherwiſe imagined, all things 
alſo before conſidered withall, but that the Religion then, 
was our Religion now, and not this ofthe Church of Rome? 

VI. It cannot bee denied, ifour Religion bee the ſame, 
which was planted by the Apoſtles: inthe Eaſterne Chur- 
ches, from which our Religion was brought hither, as is 
afore delivered, butthat then this our Religion was before” 

Auſtines time. But that ours is the ſame, the Apoſlles wri- 
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ings written rs the Churches ſhew, Secondly;an A poſtle 
2 Apoſtolicall 2 — i 
tings of the Greek Fathers for 600; yeeres ſpace uftet Chnſt 
(which is allthe ſpace from Chxiſt to this Auſtis giue teſti- 
monie to our Religion in the maine points thereof, as is 

ved before in the third argument, Fourthly, it is eui- 
dent euen by thoſe things, which yet the Churches at this 
diy in thoſe parts doe hold with vs, and herein wee and 
they agree againſt the now Romiſh Religion, For the 


Greekes denie the Popes Su 
for the delinerance of ſoules ont of it, the 'neceſſitie of Aurienlay ca. 
Confeſſion, Meritorions ſatisfattion of the inflice of God, Tray. 
ſubſtantiation,carned Images and Statnes. They deny, that 
Saints departed, heare our Prayers, They adnwnifter the $a. 
craments in both kinds, and allow Miniſters marriage, They | 
mixe not water with wine, they vſe-not vnleauened bread, 
They admit not priuate Maſſer, nor the Circumgeſtation, or 
Adoration of the Sacrament, not the pabinbe ſeruice man vn- 
henne tongue. They teach the aſſurance of ſaluatien in Chriſt, 
and renonnee the merit of worker. All which are oppoſite to 
ide now Romiſh Religion, and are the truttisof our Reli- 
yon, taught by the Apoſtles, and holy ancient Fathers, 
the beginning, in the Eaſterne Churches, where-- | - 
in they are hor falne from that, whith at firſt they recei- 
— — they be in ſome other things, which they teach and 
e, ee! — 
"VI I. The Religion which we profeſſe, is the fame which 
wasarRome, at the time of the three conuei ions of Eng- 
land, as they cull them; and chereſore w. this our Religion 
before Auſtiner comming, and here profeſſed when he came 
in. - 1 
The fir conver fon was in the Apofiles dayes; but in 
their A 1 —— on it d Saint Paul- Epi- 
Me written to the Sattits hett, ani other of his Epiſtles de- 


dre; as alſo the Epililes of Sine Peer whom they would 

fine haue to haue been at Rome,) to which our Religion - 

. wholly. and folly, wherein ſoeuer wee now differ 
2914 $4 | 


from 


thexwri- * * 


premacie, Purgatorie and prayer Ibi lem lb. i. 
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from che preſem doctrijne of the Church of Rome. Let che 

writiogs be ludge, ſtom which our aduerſaries haue 
See Catol. Teſt. itings de © : | 
vericat, pep, 26.; erred. as is euidently prooued in all the maine points of the 
to 6g laſi Edi- Chriftian Faith. And therefore was it our Religion then 
tion, 1606 . profeſſed at Rome, and not this new Romiſh Faith. 

The ſecond ¶ unuerſion they make to hee in Blenther; 
dayes, who wrote, as they acknowledge, 'ynto our King 
here, called Lucius. If here was any conuerſion wrought, it 
was to our Religion, and not to the preſent Romiſh Tren- 
tiſme, as may be clearcly gathered out of that Epiſtle of E. 

See the Epiſt. ſeutherius, and which they doe approue of, as written tothe 
in che bocke ſame Luciut. Firſt, Eleut herius there telleth the King, chu 
_ = he had receiued the Law and Faith of Chriſt, Secoudly,(as 
Kings,inehe hereby ſhewing bim where this Law and Faith was:to bee 
Sazonslaa- found)herelleth him again immediately vpon theſe former 
guage. words, that he had recciued both che parts of the ſcriptures, 
= * 4 . Thirdly, he ſa commendeth the Scriptures to the King, and 
—— * p on his Councell, thatthence,by Gods grace, they th 
For the 2ucho. Might take a Law to rule the Kingdome. This Biſhop did 
ritic of this not take vpon him to preſetibe them Lawes, hee alloweth 
Epiſile l take them (being Lay perſons, as they now ſpeake) to meddle 
. with the holy Scriptures, and from thence (and not from 
— — him, nor from his Lawes, nor from the Lawes of the Roy 
ainſt them · manes) to take 2 Law to liue by. This Biſhop therefore 
— held the Scripture ſufficient for a direction and guide to 3 
whole Kingdome; he held them not ſoobſcure, but that 
the King and his Councell (by, Gods grace) though but 
young Chriſtians, might learne out of them the wil of God, 
how, hee would haue a Chriſtian Kingdome gouerned, 
Fourthly, this godly Biſhop calleth Laciu Gods Vicarin 
his owne Kingdome, and alleageth Scripture to proue it; 


he was not then ſwolne vp with the prĩde of Antichriſtian 


Supremacy, nor conceited any. temporal power over kings, 


, asnowthe Popes doc. Laſtly, hepurswhollyghe care of 
the people vponthe King, — Father Ak it hc his chul. 


dien ta call them to che Faith and Law of Chriſf, and to the 
holy Church; hereby acknowledging the King to bee the 


4 


ä 
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ſupreme Head and Gouernout in all cauſes, aſwell Ecclefia- 
ſticalbas Ciuill, and to be Gods Vicar in his one — . 
which title that Biſhop ewicenameth in that Epiſtle, Thus 
we ſec out of this ſhort Epiſtle, hat we may thinke of the 
Religion then at Rome, and how agreeing to ours now, ind 
differing from theirs at this preſent. 

The third converſion (tor which they magnifie ſo much 
this Awſtin,but very falſely) was in Gregorie the Great his 
dayes, In which time, though many corruptions were crept 
ino the Church of Rome: yet the maine points of our diſ- 
ſerences, wherein we differ from his preſent Romiſh ſuper- 
ſition, were then taught in that Church, as may appeare out 
ofthe writings of Gregorie, as he did then teach, concerning 


Seriptares,the grace of God of Freewill, of the Law of ius See forall _ 
bee, of F, aith, of, * * alſo nas 2 thelein Cat * 
wor (bipping of [ , likewiſe of the atknowledging e/ the T. verit. lih. C. 


two Sacramento, allo his iudgement of rhe ¶ hwrth, of the head 
of the (burch,of Antichriſt,of an vmiuerſall Biſhop, of ſecular 
power auer Biſhops ,of Marriage, of ſonles departed, aud whi- 
ther they went. Gregorie was no Patrone of the Romiſh 


Maſſe,nor of the corporal and tranſubſtantiatenl bread, nor ges a cheſe 
of merit, nor of Papal ſupremacy, nor of temporal iuriſdicti- Biſh. Mortons 
omoner Kings and Emperour i, nor of the neceſſitie of (eremo- Cutho. Appeal, 


nies alihe in emery Church. N 

canomcall, but taught the — ( anonicall Scriptures; 
be exhorted Lay men to the ſtuaze of them, and in his time the 
Scriptures were allowed, aud prayers were ſaidiua knowne aud 


tongue: he held the C Church to be the elelt, 
1nd the reprobate out of it, and was again marriages within 
degree: forbidden, Leuit. 18. 


Thus we ſee that at the three conuerſions, our Religion 
now, and that at Rome then, was one and the ſame. Neither 
can our aduerſaties ſhe w the contrary from Scripewre, from 
the uniforme conſent of ancient Fathers,cicher Greeke or La- 
ine, ot from all Conncels within thoſe times, no not 
from the Biſbops of Rome themſelner, for that ſpace; if they 
Will make conſcience to dealt © e and honeſtly 

| in 


held not the Machabees l · l. cas. 3. A. 
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in their proofes, And that they may fo doe, I'weuld en. 
treate to lay alide,firft,all commerfeite Decreral Epiſtles ſuch 
bos Feildof asthoſe be,which are aſcribed to the Biſhops of Rome in 
the Church, the firſt 300. yceres, as our learned men haue prooued both 
b. 5. cap. a. by teaſons, and fromthe teſtimonie of che learned among 
Catol. Teſt. them. Secondly, thoſe partly corrupted, and partly alio 
rent... o counterfeit Decretal Epiftles,inthe next 300. yretes. Third. 
ly, all the counterfeite and corrupt Canons of Conncel,, 
Fourth'y,allthe baſtard writings put vpon the ancient Fa. 
thers. Fiftbly,the places corrupted in any oftheir writings.. 

If they will caſt off this great and wicked deceis,. inalles. 

ging theſe for themſelves, the truth of my aſſertion, The 

this our Religion was then at Rome, and not this their preſent 
Romuſbjaith, will manitettly appeare to all men nos wilfully 

blinded, for by and worldly neſts - | 
Laſtly, che Chriſtian Religionfiut planted in Ireland. wu 
before Auſtins comming in hither, For as is afore ſpoken, 
Scottiſh and Iriſh Chriſtian Biſhops withſtood him at his 
comming. But that which was then receiued, and praſeſ- 
fed by the ancient liiſh, was for ſubſtance the very ſame, 
which is now here in England by publike authoritie main- 
tamed, as is ſubſtantially prooued by a godly learned Father 
See his Epiſile in all Antiquities of the Church, the Lord Boop of Meeth; 
before named. to which Ir Reader, which deſireth to ber ſatiſ- 
fied in cheits, and our agteement about Sœipturr tranſasi- 
uſt fication by facth onely, imer fec lion anttification, merit, 
par gatory, and ſaules departed about Gods worſtp, Image: the 
cating ws both kinds, and the nyſtecall 


recei- 
wang of the Sacrament. That learned man doth ſhew, bow 
we and they doe agree in all theſe things, which are the 
moſt maine points of faith betwixt our aduerſarics and vs. 

And therefore I conclude fromthis, and all that formerly 
bath been produced in this fifth argument, chat this our 
preſent Religion was here in this land before afin 
ume. 


VI. A. 
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VI. Argument. 


from God the Author, and continuall preſeruet 
of our Religion, againſt all oppoſitions. 


Hat Religion which is of God, was before Luthers time 

for that which is of God, cannot bee aſcribed to man, 
aor ſo new, as the late dayes of Lathey, For the true Religi- 
on is the moſt ancient, and this is the good way to be found 
inthe old wayes, and not in new inventions, and new by. 

$. 
But our Religion is of God, which I thus prone : 
It was taught by che Prophets and Apoſtles, meſſengers 
of God: the Propher were ſent by him, 2. ( hron. 36. 16. 
2. Kixg 17.13. Jer. a5. . by whom God ſpake, Heb, 1.1. 
and they taught and wrote, as the holy Ghoſt directed 
them, 2. Per. 1.21. 2.73.25. The Apofiles wereſentof 
God, Alarrh. 10.5. Mark, 16.16. Gal. f. 1, 1 2. and ſpake, 2s 
God by his Spirit directed them, Muth. 10. 20. Jab. 14. 26. 
Theſe were the publiſhers of our — both in the 
common truthes of our Chriſtianitie, as alſo in the differen- 
ces from our aduer ſaries. And for prooſe, wee appeale to 
the Apoſtles and Prophets exrane writings, Our Religion 
is = in thoſe holy Scriptures, the Book of God, as be- 
fore is prooued, It is p ated and preſerued by ſuch 
meanes,as be ordained of God, of which alſo before. It is 
receined beleeued, conſcience made of it onely by the ope- 
ration of the Spitit of God. It bringeth men to the true 
knowledge of God, to beleeve onely in God, to . 
onely God, onely to honour God, and to be ruled onely af- 
ter the will of God. Its onely vpheld and preſerued by 
Gods,and not by mans power. This will eaſily bee gran- 
ted, if men confider what weake meanes, in mans iudge- 
ment, hath ſpred it abroad, and brought it into eſteeme 


with ſuch as profeſſe it truly, (to wit) onely 8 yr 
ing, and conſt ami ſuffering mee defence tee A ache 
2 


ler. 5.14. 
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ſmall number, and meaneneſſe of the perſons for the mo 
part, which haue from the dayes of Jeſns Chiiſt, made 
feſſion thereof; and withall, the litile worloly policy vſed 
for helpe to ſupport ĩt. But on the other ſide, ifthe cnemies 
thereof be well conſidered, who haue continued from the 
beginning of the Goſpell, perpetually endevouring to xn. 
dermine our Religion, eueryone will yeeld it to be the v 
hand of God, that maintaineth it. The multitude of them 
out of the Church are infinite, as lewes, Gentiles, Saracens, 
Turkes,and a world of other Infidels. The Heretikes which 
haue riſen vp, and gone out from the true Church, and haue 
laboured to ſhake the very foundation of our Chriſtian 
Faith, very many. The Hypocrites and profane, are too 
many, whichprofeſſiag the ſame together with vs, yet are 
deadly enemies tothe effectuall operation thereof,denying 
the power efit;and deriding ſuch .as ſtriue to. liue ſtritly, 
and would expreſſe the luely vertue and forceofit. What 
diuiſions, what varietie of ſes and ſchiſmes, haue, and doe 
yer hinder the growth of our Religion? And laſtly, cheſe 
laft Enemies of it, the Papiſts, vnder that Anticliſtof 
Rome; againſt whom, if God himſelfe had not fought, and 
vpheld our Religion, they had ere this, vttetly extinguiſhe 
edit, And who will denie this, that ſeriouſly conſidereib 
our ſimplicitie, and their deepe policie; out too much if; 
tractions, their ſtrong combination; our ſmall ſtrength, 
their great power; our meane eſtates, their abundance of 
wealth and treaſutes; our more then ſupine carelcſneſle, 
their continuall watchfulneſſe, and daily endeuouts, which 
poſſibly Satan eau put into their harts, to toot out our holy 
profeſſionꝰ as by their cruell Inquiſition, mercileſſe perſecue 
tion, batbarous Maſſacres, horrible Treaſons vniuſt Iuuaſi- 
ons, bloody Wagres,the neuer to be forgotten Gunpowder 
plot, killing of Kings, faithleſſe and treacherous dealings, 
playing l and looſe with vs by lying Equiuocations, and 
mentall Reſeruations, in all couenants, promiſes, and oaths: 
beſides their ſhameleſle belying our perſons, ſoule and falſe 
taxing ys of exrouts aud hereſies, imputed to our l 
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of diſloyaltie way ſuch as Wh ind ſt affected to our 
Religionz their politikeframing of their religion for worlaly 
teſpects, to every mans humor to entangle theſooner mens 
minds, to get the more to them; beſides all thoſe helliſh de- 
vices before mentioned in the fitſtargumentiamong which 
is the corrupting of Fathers, and the Wtitings of learned 
men, both old and new, chat ſo we might be alcogether de- 
flicure of all humane refiimonies to witneſſe with vs, or any 
helpe of man, but to be left to ſtand (as indeed wee doe) by 
the hand of God, the onely Author of out Faith and Religi- 
on, and the onely bleſſed Preſeruer of the ſame hitherto, be- 
fore Luther was borne; who now alſo eut᷑ in theſe trouble- 


ſome times doth keepe it on Ne all the power and 
policie of our Enemies, prayſed be his holy Name for tuer 
and euer, «Amen, 


Itour Aduerſaries thinke, that hereis all that can be ſaid 
ſot vs, ot that onely we can thus prooue our Religion, the 
are much — 7 for much more may bee ſaid, and alſo 
ocherwiſe, euen by Hiſtorie, may our Religion and the Pro- 
ſeſſours be ſhewed at large. This, ſot the preſent, is onely to 
confirme ſuc h, as in our Church truly feareGod, and make 
conſcience of their wayes : for ſuch doers of Gods will ſhall 


know, whether this doctrine be of God, or no, Job. 7. 17. 
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THE AVTHORS 
FARTHER HELPE TO. 


ſtay the honeſt-hearred Pro- 


teſtant from Apo- 
ſtacie. 


El- diſpoſed Reader, thou haſt an anſwer 
eo the queſtion, Where our i 
Vas before Luther Tf yer further 
aske thee, Where were the Profeſſors 


| mayeſt thence ſhape them this anſwer, 
call men did teach it, and where Saints profeſſed it, and 
Martyrs dyed for it. 

It is not ſo difficult a matter, as they would make the 
world beleeue, to bring forth in Age the Profefſours 
of this our Chriſttan Faith. A hardet and amorei 
taske is it, for them to prooue from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
who,and where the perfons were, that in euery Age made 

The Papi an intire profeſſion of euery point, which now this their 
cannot make a preſent Romiſh,Church teacheth andpraRtiſerh. We will 
true Catalogue doe the former, if they will faithfully performe this latter. 
from Chriſt, of They haue ſet out, as they call ir, a Catalogue of chicfe 
meir preſent. paſtere Generell Councels, and Catholike Profeſſors, of 
gion, ; ! i 
which they much glorie, ſeducing there with the ſimple and 
ynaduiſed. They doe begin with Chriſt, then follow they 
on with Saint Peter, and other Biſhops of Rome on the one 
fide : on the other, they place the Virgin Marie, lohn ap- 
tiſt, Saint John the Apoſtle, with other Apoſtles and Euan- 
geliſts : then they reckon yp Chriſtian Churches, as the Ro- 
mans,Corinthians, Galatians, and the reft, to whom * 


* 
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paul and Saint Peter wrote; and ſo they run on along to 
the end. Now this is it, that thou ſhouldeſt demand of 
them, and put them to prove, whether Chriſt and his Apo- Wharto de 


Ales taught, and all the reſt there mentioned, did learne and mand of them, 


practiſe, all chat the Church of Rome now doth? If they can ad to prefie 
ſhew this but in the firſt hundred of yceres, proſeſſe thou to hem vnto. 
be latisfied,and not to require farther after a continuall ſuc- 
ceſſoninthe Ages following, Preſſe this home to them, 
uod onely vpon this; this isplaine dealing, to begin with 
them, here they begin. Aud if they will not indeuour to 
ſatisfie thee in this, certainely the of the names 
of Chriſt, of his Apotiles, and the reſt in the Prjmiciue 
Chorch, are put ouely inthe forefront to coozen thee, if 
they can. For will they begin it with Chriſſ, Saint Peter, and 
de teſt, and yet not proue them of their preſent Religion? Tf 
they can why doe they it nat? Why dae they ſceke to put 
itoff ? If chey cannot, why claime they theſe, for the au- 
thors and maintainers of this their preſent Romiſh Religi- 
en? Iſay, their preſent Romiſh Religion; becauſe there is 
A oifference berweene the R gjon rn Rowe 
t les dayes, and the Religion of Rome now; that © 
3 — of "wy Ways fabian thete now. And 
here I pray thee well vnderſtand this one thing, to wit, what 
they meane by eheir Rekigion, as we alſo doe by am Religion; 
we neither ſide took it only for that wherein we both do a- 
gree, but chiefely becauſe of the diftinQ differences thereof 
— other: this obſerue, rey thou 4 not oy 
med by the Cate . And tter to cleare thy 
— therein, 2 ſhew thee that leſus Chriſt, —— _—_— 
chat alſo his Apoſtles, wich the reſt, in the feſt hundred of in their Cara. 
yeeres, taught not one ly that, wherein wer and they doe a- ] ue from 
for ſo chey gaivenaching to chemſclues,bur the Cara- O iſt, they 
— for vs aſwell as for them) but alſo that mo 
they taught and oblerued all their now preſent differences £4 Age to 
from vs: as for example. let them ſhew chat then was taught, aue main- 
and the Churches learned; | tained, 
. Topifture theholy Triniticgzo make Images. 10 vor- 


Pp. 
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ſhip them, to adore the Virgin CMarie, as our a 

he Queene of Heauen: Gs pray vnto — — 
Angel, and to adore their Images and Reliques. 
II. To hold che Seriptures to be impetfect and obſcure, 
that che Apocryphall bookes were of diuine Authoritie the 
Latin Traoſlation was to bee authenticall, that Traditions 
were to be added to perfit the Scriptures, concerning necef. 
ſarie matters of ſaluation; that the authoritie of theh 
Scriptures doth depend ypon the authotĩtie of the Church; 
that they are not to be made ſo free, as to beread and Rudi. 
ed of all without licence. 

III. To hold ſeuen Sacraments, chat Baptiſme is to bee 
adminiſtred with hallowed Water, with Chryſme, Salt, 
Spittle, Conĩuring, and other deuices. | 

IV. To beleeue, that the Prieſt may receiue the Sacra 

ment alone, and yet many other Chriſtians to be there 
ſent looking on: that the Bread without the Cup, is to 
giuen to the people: that after the words of conſecration, 
the Bread is turned into the very naturall body of Chiiſt, 
the accidentsof Bread and Wine onely remaining, but not 
the ſubſtance : that it is to be adored andprayed vnto, and 
to be carried about in Proceſſion : that it is to bee admini- 
ſtred with ſuch vatietie of garments, alterations of geſtures, 
and change of yoyce: that it is a propitiatorie ſacrifice for 
the quicke and the dead. 
v. To make prayer, to adminiſter the Sacraments,andts 
ay all divine Service in an vnknowne Tongue: to ſay the 
Creed amongſt Prayers, the Aue CMarieas a prayer, with 
the Pater noſter vpon Beades with Cxoſſes, and that tos 
certaine number repeating the Aue Marie fortie times, and 
the Pater noſter faure times, with a Creed at the end: that 
many thus praying, though they vnderſtand not the words 
which they vtter, yet hauing a good intent, they do a wock 
pleaſing to God. 
VI. To hold the Church of Rome to bee the Mothet 
Church, the onely One, Holy, Catholike, and 5 
Church: that ir could not etre, and that all which ſhoul 
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not beleeue euer, as it beleeueth, ſhould not bee held for 
ſound Chriſtians, and ſuch as ſhould not ſubmit to her au- 
thoritie, to be held Heretikes. 

VII. To hold the Pope of Rome to bee Chtiſts Vicar 
and Peters ſueceſſor: that all ſhould depend him, as 
ypon their Head: that he as Pope cannot erre'e Cathedy 4: 
that to him, as of right, belongeth the ſ pirituall and tempo- 
rall iuriſdiction, and ſo hath authoritie to make Lawes, to 
bind conſcience, to depoſe Kings, and to diſpoſe of their 
Kingdomes : that he and his Clergy are exempt from the 
authoritie of Secularpower, 

VIII. To hold ſeuen degrees of Prieithood : that there 
are ſacrifizing Prieſts, in the time of the Goſpell: that all 
the Clergie are toliue a ſingle life, 

IX. To ſer vp high and worldly dignities inthe Church, 
u Kingly Cardinals, Prince-like vnpreaching Prelates and 
Paſtors ouer Congregations, not able to teach them: to al- 
lowinfinite Orders of Monkes, Friersand Nunnes, 

X. To beleeue, that there is a Lins Patrum,a Limb 
Vfantium, and a place called Purgatorie. 

In their Catalogue they are to bring Chriſt, his Apoſtles, 
and all the roſt therein named, for teachers and proſeſſours 
of theſe things and the like, elſe are they not to be reputed 
of this their preſent Religion. 

Vrge them (friendly Reader) vnto the proofe of theſe 
particular differences; till then, keepe thy right Randing, 
and be not mocued with —— IL 

In the meaneſpace,that thou m well aſſured, that Proteſtonmare 
thou ait a true — of the Catholike Church of Chriſt, —. — 
though no Romane Catholike, haue recourſe ynto thy bap- oh no 
tiſme, and the Covenant which God made with thee, and g,manift. 
thou with him therein. Askethem(when any of them go- 
eth about to ſeduce thee) whether they thipke, that 
haſt receiued true — ? If they ſay, Yes, bu * 
not anſwere truly otherwiſe,though wee were 
very ns Heretikes, as the Trent Councel ec reeth) — 
hen demandof chem again, 3 bapriſme . 


* " 


js eee, 
ſhip them, to adore the Virgin ie, as eur Lady, and 
the Queene of Heauen ; alſo to pray vnto other Saints and 
Angels, and to adore their Images and Reliques. 

II. To hold the Seriptures to be imperſect and obſcue. 
that the Apocryphall bookes were of divine Authoritiexhe 
Latin Tranſlation was to bee authenticall, that Traditiom 
were to be added toperfit the Scriptures, concerning necef. 
ſarie matters of ſaluation; that the authoritie ofthe 
Scriptures doth depend ypon the authotitie of the Church; 
that they are not to be made fo free, as to beread and tudi- 
ed of all withove licence. 

III. To hold ſeuen Sacraments, chat Baptiſme is to bee 
adminiſtred with hallowed Water, with Chryſme, Salt, 
Spittle, Coniuring, and other deuices. 

IV. To beleeue, chat the Prieſt may receiue the Sacra 
ment alone, and yet many other Chriſtians to be there 
ſent looking on: that the Bread without the Cup, is to 
giuen to the people: that after the words of conſecration, 
the Bread is turned into the very naturall body of Chtiſt, 
the accidents of Bread and Wine onely remaining, but not 
the ſubſtance : that it is to be adored andprayed vnto, and 
to be carried about in Proceſſion : that i is to bee admin 
ſtred with ſuch vatietie of garments, alterations of geſtures, 
and change of yoyce: that it is a propitiatotie ſacrifice for 
the quicke and the dead. 

V. To make prayer, to adminiſter the Sacraments, and to 
ſay all diuine Seruice in an vnknowne Tongue: to ſay the 
Creed amongſt Prayers, rhe ue Marieas a prayer, wich 
the Pater noſter vpon Beades with Croſſes, and that tos 
certaine number, repeating the Aue Marie fortie times, and 
the Pater noſter foure times, with a Creed at the end: that 
many thus praying, though they vndetſtand not the words 
which they vttet, yet hauing a good intent, they doawork 
pleaſing to God. 

VI. To hold the Church of Rome to bee the Mother 
Church, the onely One, Holy, Catholike, and 
Church: that it could not etre, and that all which ſhould 

8 N not 


mn Vicar, 
him, as 

or fc 
irituall and tempo- 
to make Lawes, to 
bind conſcience, to depoſe Kings, and to diſpoſe of their 
Kingdomes : that he and his Clergy are exempt from the 
authoritie of Secularpower, 

VIII. To hold ſeuen degrees of Priefthood : that there 
are (acrifizing Prieſts, in the time of the Goſpell: that all 
the Clergie are to liue a ſingle life, 

IX. To ſer yp high and worldly dignities in the Church, 
as Kingly Cardinals, Prince-like vnpreaching Prelates and 
Paſtors ouerCongregations,not able to teach them: to al- 
low infinite Orders of Monkes, Frĩers and Nunnes, 

Xx. To beleeue, that there is a Linas Patrum a Limb u 
Hfantium, and a place called Purgatorie. 

In their Catalogue they are to bring Chriſt, his Apoſiles, 
and all the reſt therein named, for teachers and proſeſſours 
of theſe things and the like, elſe are they not to be reputed 
of this their preſent Religion. 

Vrge them (friendly Reader) vnto the proofe of theſe 
particular differences; till then, keepe thy right ſtanding, 
and be not mooued with a ſhew of names. 

In the meane ſpace, that thou mayeſt be well aſſured, that Proteſtantaare 
chou att a true member of the Catholike Church of Chriſt, of 2 


though no Romane Catholike, haue 7 ecourſe vnto thy bap- — — 


tiſme, and the Couenant which God made with thee, and 
thou with him therein. Aske them ( when any of them go- 
ech about to ſeduce thee) whether they thipke, that thou 
haſt received true baptiſme? If they ſay, Yes, (as they can- 
not anſwere h wee were baptized of 


otherwiſe,thoug 
very cond Heretikes,as the Trent Councel decreeth) — Can, i. ic 
then demand of them againe, —— baptiſme ' 


doth 5. 
admit 


The Authors farther helpe toflay 
admit the baptizedinto the true Church of God, ox no? I 
it doe, know of them, that then being thereby received in- 
to the true Church, why thou and we ſo baptixed, ſhould 
not ſtill be of it in their account? Will them to ſhew, what 
we teach and beleeue, differing from them, that hath diſa- 
nulled our Couenant with God, and how wee come to bee 
out of the Church? 
Punt. i. 4 9. The Rotnane Catechiſme (which with them is of great 
cap. 10... authority) telleth vs, that men are out of the Church, as Ju- 
What ſorts fidelt, which never were in it; as Heretikes, Schiſmatiker,and 
are out of the Excommmumcated perſont, once of it; whereto may be added, 
Church. ſuch as be ¶Apoſtutet, wholly renouncing Chriſt. Taking 
this for granted, that theſe be all, and then that we be none 
of theſe, it muſt needs follow, that we are through Baptiſme 
yet in the true Church. 

I hope, out aduerfaries will not ſay, that wee be either of 
the fitſt, or laſt ſort: let them cleare vs of that, and wee will 
well enough acquit ous ſelues of the reſt. 

Proteſtants no J. are not (though they ſo call vs commonly) Here- 

eee. iter s If they pleaſe, let the Catholike Moderator pleade for 

| vs, ot let them beleeue their owne moderate Anſwerer (to 

In his booke of w¼H id my Lord of Coventry & Lichfield maketh reply)who 

quuocation. ſaith, that he ſuppoſeth, that no one particular learned Ca- 

tholike in this Kingdome, doth, or will defend this opinion, 

That Proteſtants are Heretikes, and excommunicate. If theſe 

on their fide will not be ſufficient to cleare vs, let vs learne 

from them, what an here: ike is, and ſo cleare our ſe lues 

thereby. An Heretike((aith the Romane Catechiſme) is he, 

which neglecting the Churches authoritie, doth maintaine im- 

pious opinions obſtinately. By this we cannot be proued to be 
Heretikes, this cannot agree to vs. 

For firſt, we may demand, What impious opinions either 
affitmatiue, or negatiue, doe we hold, which they can iuſſly 
task vs of? Let them inſtance what pleaſeth them, and then 
proue the ſame to bee hereſie: fitſt, by plaine and pregnant 
places of holy Scripture, which may conuince the conſci- 
ence of indifteret men. Scoondly, hy generall Councels, or by 

_ 


the honeft hearted Proteliant from Apotacie. 43 
any one generall Councel within 600, yeeres after Chrif(in 
which ſpace were moſt famous & renowned Councels)that 
hath condemned any maine doctrine of our Faith for here- 
fie. Thirdly, by the vnanimous conſent, and generall voyce 
of the Greeke and Latine Fathers, for that ſpace condem- 
ning the ſame for hereſie, and for an impious opinion, Let 
them, if they bee able, ſhew, firſt, in our faith, that wee hold 
any thing, againſt any Article of our Creed, which is the 
ſumme of our belieſe. Secondly, in aur prajere, any thing 
againſt the of all true . comm y called 
The Lords Prayer. Thirdly, in our deeds,which we teach to 
be done, or bid to be leſt yndone, any thing againſt any of 
the Commandements in the Decalogue, the rule of our o- 
bedience. If they can thus fairely and euidently proceede, 
they ſhould doe well ſo to conuince vs. 

Secondly, if any impious opinions could be found among Proceſtance are 
vs, it muſt be conſidered, whether they be broched by pri- not conuided 
uate perſons, or tenents held of the Church in her publike of obſtinacie. 
Records: If che former, then are they not the Churches; if 
the Church ſhould hold any ſuch, how can they proue, that 
ſhe maintainerh them obſtinately? For obſtinacie is not to 
bee imputed vnto vs, till alllawfull, good, and ſufficient 
meanes haue been vſed to convince out iudgement, and the 
fame alſo by fuch, as haue lawfull and full authoritie to 
iudge and determine thereof. But hitherto this hath not 
been done, neither can it be, but by alawfull and free gene= = 
tall Councell which the Conuenticle of Trent was not: till — * 
then we are not to be condemned of obſlinacie, and ſo as Councell of 
yet no Heretikes, | Trent. 

Thirdly, we neither haue neglected, nor yet doe neglect Proceſtancs do 
the true Catholike Churches authoritie, into which we are not nepled _ 
receiued by Bapriſme.For we very willingly deſire to heare as Ebel 


her ſentence: but where can that be, except in a generall Chuck. 
Councels determination ? therein to heare the Catholike 


Church ſpeaking to vs from the g̃criptures, we greatlylong 

for, we 1 beck NE Lobo that we may 

knowher Iudgement, and r N thereunto. 
- 


As 


The; Authors farther helge to ſtay 

As for the Church of Romes authoritie, we doe not ac. 
knowledge it ouer vs, becauſe it is not, nor euer was in her 
beft eſtate, che Catholike Church, but onely a particular 
Church, which now alſo is a party queſtioned, And therſore 
her authoritie for her ſelfe againſt vs, is no more of vs io be 
regarded, then by them our Churches authority for her ſelſe 
ag ainſi them. Seeing then that by their definition, wee are 
not conuinced of hereſie, wee are not out of the Church as 
Heretikes. | | 

Proteſtants are I 1. Nes 4s Schiſmatikes.For albeit we haue now depar- 

no Schiſma- ted from this Romiſh Church, yet are we no Schiſmarikes. 

tikes. Firſt, for that we keepe commanion with the Catholike 
Church, into which we by Baptiſme were admitted, which 
is the body of Chriſt, and wee truly.members thereof, in 
faith and loue, through the worke of Gods Spirit, being 
built ypon the foundation ofthe Apoſtles and Prophets, le- 
ſus Chriſt himſelfe being the Corner- ſtone. 

Secondly , becauſe this Church of Rome hath falne 
from the faith and obedience commended by S. Paul, to be 
in the Church at Rome in his time, as appearech in many 
particulars beforenamed,which the Church firſt planted ar 
Rome,neuer taught, neuer beleeued, nor practiſed ; There- 
fore are we no Schiſmatikes for leauing her in thoſe things, 
wherein ſhe bath left the true and Apoſtolike Church at 
the beginning. | 

Thirdly, for that wee doe not breake off from her ſi 

but in ſome reſpect, that is,as farre foorth as ſhe hath fi 
ken her former ſelfe; ſo that if ſhee would returne to the 
Catholike Faith and Religion, and forſake her Trenty/me,le- 
ſmitiſme, and Popery, the inventions of her owne,added to 
that which firſt ſhe did profeſſe, wee want not charitie to- 
wards her, to vnite our ſelues vnto her againe. For other- 
wiſe, neither our true loue to God, nor true loue to his 
Church, will ſuffer vs to liue with her, ſo defiled as ſhe is, in 
the ſpicituall bond of ſacred loue, which knits the true 
members of Chriſt one to another. Heauenly charity, which 
maketh this yaitie, admitteth not of ſuch things into the 
ynitic 


the honeft-hearted Proteſtamt from Apoſtacie. 
alte of faith, as bee ravghtrandpraRiſed-in that Chureh, bot 
fofull againſt God, and pernicious to mens ſoules, yea, vtter 2 
action to them, without hearty repentance. 


Fourthly,wee haue a warrant, yea, acommandement ſrom Tet them ar 


God to ſeparate our ſelues from her, ſor that ſhe is become the ſer the bocks 


great Whore, and ſpitituall Babylon, Rexel.18.4, This charge which 


er the great 
Whore, Baby- | 
. lon,andthe 
this Romiſh Church, doe not deuide Pope Anti- 
chriſt, if any 
denie theſe 


of God freeth vs from Schiſme: ſor there is no fin, no Schiſqe, 
in that which God commandeth to be done. 

fiſhly, we by leauing this 
our ſelues from the true, Catholike and Apoſtolike Church, but 
bythis ſeparation doe we indeed returne to the vnitie of it, and 
wour firlt bleſſed eſtate therein, when firſt the Goſpell was 
here planted in this Vand by Apoſtles, or Apoſtolicall men, 
which came hither, not from Rome, but from leruſalem, our 
Mother Church, where the Lord and his bleſſed Apoſtles firſt 
began to teach, and erect a Church, which is the Church we re- 
une vnto in doctrine and worſhip of God: from which Holy, 
Caholike,and Apoſtolike Church, wee were drawne by the 


ing and tyrannical power and iuriſdiction of the Pope and 
3 generall backſlidi 


faction, and the ng of this his Church. So 
his which they call Schiſme,isno Schiſme in vs, but a forſa- 
king of ſchiſme in them, and is only a returning vnto,and a reco- 
veric of our ſelues againe to our former vnion with. Chriſts true 
Church, beginning at Teruſalem, and planted here many hun- 
red yeeres, before the Monke Anſtin euer came into England. 


prooue 


dirthly, They are properly called Schiſmatikes (ſaith Aquinas) In ſumma pert, 


which of their mne accord and will, ſeparate themſelues from the 2.cap.z 


rnitie of the Church. If this be true in the judgement of this their S chiſmats, 


owne ſo greatly honoured Doctor, then certainely wee ate no 
Schilmatikes, 

Firſt, of dur owne accord and will we make not a ſeparation, 
but are inforced therto by the power of Gods commandement, 


to come out of this Babylon, to auoyde her ſinnes, to eſcape Reuel. 18.4. 


thereby her puniſhments. She her ſelſe hath cauſed de uiſion, 


nd offences, contrary to the doctrine which ſhee once tecei- See for theſe 
bed. as the Epiſtles of $. Pn. and 8. Peter. do in many particulars canal. Tefl. uc. 
vimeſſe again ſt her. The Apoſtle 8. Paul therefore wils vs to — 70. 
woyde her, and ſuch as cauſe deuiſion and offences, contrary [ep Edition, 


G 3. 


2.Ch11.13,14 which left the people of Iſrael, once the people of God in D 


46 The Authors farther helpe ta l, 
the Apoſtles doctrine, Rom. 16. 27. It may ſeeme from hence, 
that a faction neuen then you. 
Secondly, we doe not ſeparate from the Church, that is from 
the — Catholike Church, but from « ¶ hurcb, that is, the 
particular Church of Rome: for Themasdoth not ſay, hes isa 
Schiſmatike, which ſeparateth from a Church, but fromthe 
vnitie of the Church, to wit, the Church vniuerſall, which is but 
one. For indeed, no reaſon can be giuen, why any ſhould de- 
uide themſelues from the true Catholike Church: but good res- 
ſons may be giuen,why a particular Church may 
to bee rfoken; as we doe giue, for our departing 
Church of Rome : for we are commanded to forſake 1 
1. Cor. 5. i i. Heretickes, Tit. 3. 10. ſuch as bring not the do&tine 
of Chriſt, and doe not abide therein, 2. Ioh aD. and her that is 
called Babylon, Reuel. 18.4. 74 
Thirdly,before we can be Schiſmatickes, we muſt forſakethe 
ynitie of the Church, Now wherein ſtands this vnitie? Stan- 
deth it onely in affection of loue,or alſo in the faith of the truth? 
For both theſe graces the Apoſtle commendeth the Churches, 
Eph.1.15. 2. Theſct. 3. and faith is preferred to the firſt place in 
both Scriptures. We haue not forſaken the ynitie of the Rauch, 
of which S. Paul ſpeakes, Exh. 4 l 3. For we teach the doctrine o 
the Apoſtles, and no other in any thing, when wee differ from 
this preſent Church of Rome, which hath loſt her firſt faich, of 
truth in many things, Now can true diuine loue be there k 
where faith is loſt ? or can there be charitie to vnite, where 
Qrine doth deuide ? Can light and darkeneſſe, truth and ſalſe- 
hood cohabite in loue? Truth and loue onely dwell together? 
and for truths ſake, loue ſepatateth from falſhood, whereſoeuer 
ſhe finds it. And therefore except they can proue, that we haue 
loſt the vnitie of faith, wee haue not forſaken the vnitie of the 
Church in loue, as the former reaſons ſhew. | 
To conclude, were the Prieſts and Leuites Schiſmatikes, 


vidi and Salomons dayes,and many hundred yeeres before, when 
Idolatrie,vnder pretence to worſhip no falſe, but the true God, 
was ſet vp, and they not ſuffered then to do theit office vnto the 
Lord, as cheir office required? If they were not, n 


the honeft-hearted Proteſtant from ApoHacie, 47 
why doe we forſake the Romiſh Church? lait not, becauſe 
he hath ſer vp a new manner of ſeruice vnto God, new kinds of 
pelt, oe w Holy-dayes,new Sacraments, new Orders, and will 

it the Lords Seruants and Miniſters to do their Offices 

mothe Lord, as he hath by his written Word preſcribed ? 
Therefore ſeeing we are not guiltie of Schiſme, we ate not a5 
ghilmatikes out of the Church, into which by Baptiſme wee 


which men are excommunĩcate: but in this queſtion our aduer- 
fries cannot pleade any ſuch. Againe, I iske; if wee be excom- 
nunicate, who hath pronounced the ſentence? Is it the Romiſh 
Church? By what authoritie ? Theit Church is not the Catho- 
like Church, but onely a particular, as ours is, and it is by vs que- 
foned,and therefore in reaſon it cannot bee both a Partie ac- 
akd,and alſo a Judge againſt vs inherowne cauſe. Thirdly, 
wee doe appeale from her vnrighteous Iudgement, to a lawfull 
pen Councell, where,vpon earch our cauſe is onely to bee 
and decided lawfully. Till which time, we (for any cen- 
fore ofthis Church of Rome) doe remaine inthe true Church, 
into which by Baptiſme wee are admitted, out of which, as yet. 
ve ite not lawfully indged to be, by any lawful and ſupreme au- 
_ either Heretikes, Sehiſmatikeg, or as ex communicate 
perſons, | 
Therefore (Chriftian-harted Reader) thou that art a member 
ofthe Church of England, though thou beeſt no Romaniſt, aſ- 
ne thy ſoule, that thou art of Tor Church, which is vndoub- 
tedly a member of the True, Ancient, Catholike, and Apoſto- 
like Church, in which abiding, thou maiſt, through the merits of 
hy blefſed Sauiour, obtaine eternal! life, if thou ſobeleeuing 
weſt demeane thy ſelfe; as it becommeth a good Chriſtian, and 
Proteſtant in earneſt. 
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ſyaded, that God keepes his with thee, and ſo to be one 


| iQ 


III. Not as excommunicate perſons. For if we be neicher Hee Proteſtants 
males nor Schiſmatikes, ypon what other ground will they not excommy. 
wipe vs to bee proceeded againſt ? There are other cauſes, for dicate perſons, 


And forthine one more certaine aſſurance and table abi- — wp 8 


ang, let me adviſe thee to a few things: Haue a cate to keepe 5; 4, vhich wil 


Couenant in thy Baptiſme, that thou mayſt bee bettet per- continue in 
0 en 7 of his the truth. 


48 The Authors farther belpe taflay 


in the true Church. Labour to feareGod,for it ische beginning 
of wiſdome, and the ſecrets of the Lord are with ſuch as feare 
him, and he will ſhew them his couenunt, Pſal. 25. 14. Haue ever 
a loue of the truth, and God will not giue thee ouer to beleeue 
lyes: for this is a iudgement befalling ſuch as loue not the ery; 
beleeue it not, but take pleaſure ingnrighteouſnefle, Be a doer 
ofthe Word, and thou ſhale know the doctrine, whether it bee 
of God, ot no. Beware of affected ignorance,and careleſſe beg · 
lect of knowledge, but vſe the meanes 1 to attaine vn. 
to it. Exerciſe thy ſelfe much in prayer, pot God wiſdome, 
and hee will giue it thee ; his Spirit, and he will youchſafe it 
thee; pray againſt ſedition, and God will keepe thee ; frequent 
the company of ſuch as haue knowledge, the feare of God be. 
fore them, the loue of the truth in them, and make conſcience of 
their wayes, Aske advice of faithfull Teachers, liſten not to 
falſe Teachers, feare to be ſeduced. 

-By whathelpes And further, that thou mayftboth defend the truth, and alſo 


co oppoſe the he able according to thy meaſure receined, to refiſt the aduer, 
aduerſaries. 


Plaine Scrip- {aries ; 

— I. Learne carefully the truthes of God, neceſſatie to ſaluati- 
Aug. l.. le on ſet done in holy Scriptures. Such truths are very manifeſſly 
doc. Chr. cap. 6. and plainely deliuered, either in expreſſe termes, or by an vo- 

—_— doubted conſequent drawne from thence : and all ſuch neceſſi- 

— rie points as concerne all, are written in the Scriptures, as their 

Dei von ſcripto, Bellar mine confeſſeth. 

29.1. With theſe Scriptures acquaint thy ſelfe, and being an ord- 
natie Chriſtian, doe not trouble thy ſelfe about obſcure places: 
for plaine and eaſie places will bee ſufficient to confirmethy 
faith in any thing neceſſarie for chee, to belecue and practe in 
the way of ſaluation. 

The parts of II. Be well grounded in the Catechiſme, the parts whereof 
the Cate · arethe ¶ reed, the Lordi Prayer, the Decalogne, and the dolirme 
chiſoe. of the Sacraments: for theſe ate the compendium, or ſhort ſumme 
of all Chriſtianitie. Theſe well vnderſtood, will furniſh thee 
with reaſons to withſtand ſeducers, There is not any wy; Ao 
which they ſhall ſpeake, but che ſame may be brought to ſome 


head in Catechiſme,as either concerning Faith, and ſo referred 
to the Creed, or concerning Prayer, and ſo referred to 1 Lords 
net, 
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' Pryyer, or concerning obedience,and fo referredto che Deca. 


or ten Commandements,or elſe touching thes 
— of our Faith. > tneSzcraments, 
III. Adde to cheſe, certaine conſiderations, 


non law of Nature, common reaſon, right vſe ofſenſes com- 
won experience, commoſ equitie, common charitie, common 
honeltic, the witueſſe of knowne Martyrs; whereto adde the 

ion of our nature, allowing or diſliking of any thing. 
By the plaine euidence of Scripture, by the Catechiſme, and by 
theſe conſiderations, mayſt thou trie all things, which be necei- 
ſaie for thee to Rand vpon. 


fa ſeducer come to thee, and that he will needs deale xwith Obſerne two 
thee, obſerue two things; firſt, not to :egard what he ſaith; if it hing inthe 
aduerſarics 
dealing with 


de not about neceflariepoints. Secondly,ſee that his confirma- 
don, or conſutation, bee onely by either ſome, or alltheſe three 
aforenamed; to wit, plaine Scriptures, the parts of the Cate- 
chiſme, and thoſe confiderations, from whence if hee cannot 


his aſſertions, beleeue him not. Iſ he begin to tell thee of Threethi 
Cor ö — 
natie mens es 
paciie, which , 
id the conſideration of ſuch as are without difficultie: but as becd,they be 
for the ſe three laſt, great reading, and learning, and knowledge notdecei- 
in Hiſtorie, are required to vnderſtand them well, and to cite ucd by, 


Conneels ancient Fathers, andehe ¶ hurches cuſtome in all Ages: 
{were him, fitſt, that the chtee former are knowne tothee, the 
Bible common at hand, the Catechiſme in thy remembrance, 


tdem truly. They are for the beſt learned of the world, and not 
forany ofthe common ſort : ordinarie men cannot ß aright 
by them, ne ither will any ſuch preſume, to thinke ſuch abilitie 
to be in them, if they would take notice of divers things concer- 
ning Councels, Fathers, and the Churches cuſtome. 


I, Touching Councels, they muſt know, that they are not Ordioarie men 


. N cannot iudge 
only ſubiect to errour,but alſo haue erred : that they haue con- be nao. 


trad Red one anothet: that ſome of them have been carried by a 
ſtrong faction: that ancient Fathers would not reſt euer vpon 
the ſole authoritie of Councels: that Papiſts themſelues, though 
hey pretend them, yet doe not wholly reſigne their judgement 
vuto them: that there are ſome counterfeite and forged Coun- 


cels, and counterfeite Canons added to true Councels, Can an 


erdinarie man then iudge of theſe things? Andif hecannor, let 
H him 


by which th 
mayeſt defend the truth, angloverthrowfalſhood? As the 3 = . 
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him not be deceived by pretence ofthem, 

11. Touching che ancient Fathers,thintheymuſtknow, chat 
they are found to be of differing opinions, and had contentions 
among themſelues: that they held not their owne iud ements 
infallible, nor ſubmitted to one another — 
godly and learned doe now, but onely as by good reaſon. and 
aut horitie they were ——— haue erred; and this is 
acknowledged by moſt learned men on both ſides: that our ad. 
uerſaries of the greatefi note, do often ſhake;off their authoritie 
when they are againſt them: that of the Fathers writings,ſome 
are doubted of, ſome are corrupted, and many counterfeites are 
put out vnder their names: that the iudgemem of all the ha- 
thers eunnot be had for all our controuerſies. Theſe things be. 
ing ſo,how idle is it then ſor ordinarie men to be talking af pz. 
chers, of the opinion of all the Fathers, or ſor any ſuch men to be 
carried away with fuch a ſound, which is not puſſible for them 
to vnderſtand, ſecing our aduerſaties alleage tliem- for their 
ſelues, and we more truly for our ſeluesꝰ 

- HI. Concerning the Churches cuſtome and path in euerie 
- ape; let them conſider, that this is very vneettaine. Hiſtorians 
haue not alwaies in every relation bin Faithfull :thar eue- 
ne Age hath not had in it ſuch as haue truly wrirten of the 
Church: that a man may ſpend his whole life, in ſeeking out 
th= whole Churches courfe,and yet not be able to find jx out. 1 
e, Lerre not, if I ſay, that all men no liuing cannot doit 
enectly in every Age. And therefore its but a gulling flouriſh 
of our aduerſaries, to boaſt of the whole in entry Age, 
and yet withall,fo boafting fraudulently ro meane their owne 
particular Romane Church. 

By alles ging then theſe arguments, do wit, Councels, Fathers, 
and the generall cuſtome of the whole Church, the conſcience 
of an ordinarie Chriſtian cannot bee throughly ſatisfied, his 
knowledge cannot herein bee certaine to convince his iudge · 
ment, theſe are beyond his reach and capacitie. Be aduiſed there- 
fore not to be drawne with theſe reaſons, which are to thee fo 
wacertaine, bot teſt ypon the other, which be plaineand cohe, 
within thy capacitie, and cerraine vnto rhee z by which thou 
mayſt, through Gods helpe, maincaine that which — 
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and confute the aduerſaries vuttutha, or at 

(iger ach rengrh, as they {hall noreatly dawiegtebe, 

leeverhem : as for inflance,inſomeparticulars I wil ſhew thee. 


ſay,that the Pepe à the head of the (athabike n 
. Scripture for this. We ſind leſus de! be —— 
called the Head of the Church, but no other. Its no Article of ſup. 


our Creed ; therefore thou art not bound to belecue it, But l 
adde this, that what we beleeue, is inuiſible, Heb.1 1. 1. and not 
ſcene, a · Cor. 5. 7. If therefore the Pope be the Head, chere muſt 
bea vifible head, of an inuiſible body. Againe, the head imme- 
diately giues life, motion, and direction to its true body, which 
the Po cannot doe to Chriſts Church. Its alſo vnresſonable 
to thinke, two heads to bee for one body; whether one beſides 
» is a monſſrouſity. Common ex- 
cieaceteſtifierh againſt the Popes inabilitie to perfocme the 
ae toGodsCharch, py 


They ſay that he cannot erre. Let it be taken in the beſt ſenſe Againſt his vn- 
they can conceiac it, there is no plaine Scripture which giueth ng ſpirit. 


this, to any one, particular perſon, Its no Article of our Creed 
to beleeue it, experience hath ſound him to haue erred ſoully. 
They ſay, that after the word: of conſecration, the bread is turned 
into the very body of Chriſt, and the wine into his blawd, fa as Jeſus © 
Chriſt is there corporally,as the was borne if abe Virgin Mari 
the accidents of bread and wine. In holy Seripture the re is no ſuch 
thing taught, there is a ſacramentall phraſe, his is my Body and 
the like vied in the Sacraments of the old Teſtament, Tbis i- 
Cauenant, Gen. 17.10. This is the Lord Paſſeoner, Eav. 12.11 
Roche was Chriſt, 1. Cor. 10. 4. but yet no turning ane ſubſtance 
into another. The Creed teacheth vs to beheue him to be in hea 
uen, and thence to expect his comming, when hee ſhall ap 
do iudge the quickte and the drad. This tranſubſſantion there- 
ſore is no part of our Faith. Its againſt reaſon, fot attue body, 
and continued quantitie, to be in two places yea, in a thouſand 
mouthes at once. The Angels reaſon vnto (Mae, Au. ab. b. 
coafuteth this grofſe opinion; for he ſaid to her, hen ſbe with 
the other Marie came to ſeeke' Chriſt ; Ee in wor lere, for bur is 
"yen : that. is, He is not in this p becauſe he is elie where 
anocher, 1 Chriſtcould have born two places _— 
2 


$3 T he Authors farther helpe to ſtay 
Angels argument had been of no force; remember that this is 
an Augell- reaſon, which know wee how toreaſon truly, This 
opinion is 2gainſt our ſences, we ſee nor, feele not nor taſte not 
Al-ſh and blood. Now God neuer deluded mans ſences, when. 
Exod.4.3« ¶ſoeuer he turned one ſubſtance into another: Moſes ſtaffe was 
& 7.10, a, made a Serpent, duſt was Lice, the water blood, and water wes 
| N en - -4 wine, and all theſe ſenſible. No 1 any other appro- 
19 ued teſtimony can be produced, to ſhew vndoubtedly the con- 
trarie. Vea, this is certaine, that the true body of Chriſt is dif. 
cernable by ſenſe to be a ttuꝛ bodie whereſoeuer it is; therefore 
Luke 24.39. When the Diſciples doubted at his ſudden appearing, he ſaid, Ii 
5 I myſelfe, And to prouethis,he willeth them to vie their ſer- 
ſes, ſaying, Handle me,andſce; that ſo they might diſcerne his 
true body. fleſh and bones: and ſo might it be in the Sacrament, 
if indeed and truth he were there corporally. It hath been wit- 
neſſed againſt by the blood of many Martyrs : but where be ſo 
many in defence of our aduerſaries groffe opinion? Which of 
them haue euer hitherto, or dare to ſuffer for chis their opinion, 
The euill of as ours haue done againſt it? This opinion of our aduerſaties is 
— of to be deteſled for, ry the falſhood thercof; ſecondly; for the 
2 % gtoſſe idolatry committed through it, even a piece of bread a- 
, dored for Almightie Teſus Chriſt himſelfe. Thirdly, for the bloo- 
die crueltie, which for the ypholding of it, hath been done with 
furious rage vpon the bodies of Gods Saints, becauſe they 
would not beleevethis falſe docttine, nor commit this abomi- 
nable idolattie. Fourthly, all fuch as thus beleeue, ſinne not on- 
jy in the act damnably (for Idolaters periſh euerlaſtingly, Reuel. 
21. 8.) but alſo irrepentantly, becauſe they be perſwaded, that in 


ſo beleeuing and worſhipping, they doe not onely not fin, but 


doe a moſt excellent wot ke, and meritorious ſeruice to God. 
Againſt Pur- They teach,that there is a Purgatorie,a place of tor ment. In holy 
orie. Scriptures we find plainely, Heauen. Earth, Hell, & Sea; but no 

plaine name of Purgatorie, nor Limbus Patrum, nor Limbus In- 


fantium. In the Decalogue we find Heauen, Earth, and Waters 


vnder the Earth; and in the Lords Prayer, Heauen and Earth; in 
the Creed, Heauen, Earth and Hell; but none ofthe other deui - 


ſed and faigned places. This Purgatory for ſatisfaction is againſt 


common equity: for they ſay, the ſinne is pardpned by Chriſt: 


; 


des the ſpeech is abſurd, and it is 2gainlt reaſon, to call a * 


the haneſt. hearted Proteſtant ſram Apoſtaie. 33 
nd can then in equity the partie be puniſhed? A Creditor for- 
gines freely to a man all his debt: can he then with equitic after 
lay him in Gaole to make any ſatisfaQion for the ſame? 


They ſay, that Images may be ſet yp to be adored. The Scrip- AgainitIma- 
tures are pla ine againſt them, Dent. 4. 15, 19. Eſay 40 18. 4. ges and their 


7 20. Rom. 1. 23. The ſecond Commandement, in the Deca- 
logue, ſorbids them, which our aduerſaties hid from the people 
in their vulgar Catecluſmes. Our corrupt nature is apt to theſe 
things, and therefore the leſſe to be liked of. 


They teach to pray vnto the Virgin Marie, to Saints and Angels, Againſt pray- 
The Scriptures afford no precept for this, nor any eũident ex- ©2 Sains, 


ample : prayers there are taught to be made vnto God: Angels 
ate not to be worſhipped, Cal. 2. 1 8. Rexel.19.10, & 22.9, The 


Lorc; Prayer, the perfect rule of prayer, teacheth vs to pray to Marth. 6. 


God out Father jn Heauen, whenſoeuer we pray: now can wee 
lay to the Virgin ¶ Marie, to Saint, or Angell, Our Father which 
art in Heauen ? Can we pray to auy of them, and ſay, Thy Name 
be hallowed, thy Kingdows come, thy will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heauen? Can we pray any one of them, to giue ys daily 
bread, to forgiue vs our ſinnes, to deliuer vs from euill? Can we 
aſcfibe to any one of them, and ſay, Tbine is Kingdome, power 
and glory for euer? Vet this prayer warraats vs, that to whom 
in Heauen we may ptay,to him may we ſay all this: but if not io 
the Virgin Marie, not to Saint, nor Angell, then may wee not 
pray to them by any warrant of this prayer. Our Creed teach- 
eth vs to belecue in none, but God the Father, Sonne, and holy 
Ghofl, Now the Scripture plainely telleth vs, that wee cannot 
pray to any, but in whom we beleeue, Rem. 10. 14. Ihereſore 
then not to the Virgin Mie, nor to Saint nor Angell, becauſe 
we are not to beleeue in them. 


They tell thee, that thou muſt beleene the Romane Catholike againſt the 


Church, and to be alſo a member thereof, elſe thou canſt nit 7 0 Jndemnin 


7 h all that art not 
ſuch as ſhould be ſaued, Act 2.47. but not a word there of the their 
Romane Church. In our Crt ed, we ate taught to beleeue the church, 


The Scriptutes tell vs plainely, that God added to the 


Catholike Church, and that we be members of it, but to bee of 
any Romane Catholike Church, is no Article of our Creed. Be- 


H 3. * 
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cheir 
vrging a5 ne. 


celary,to make . 
a —— of But th 


our profeſſors 
in all Ages. 


ainſt their 
— of veniall 
$ 
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culat Church che general, or the generall aparticular, as 
Charch of Rome in che beſteftate 2 — 9 
can the obiect of faith be the obiect of ſight, as it is the obiect of 
faith? Now we beleeue the Catholike h, but the Papifts 
tell vs, that their Church is euer viſible to the eye. This alſo 
-which they ſay is againſt common charitie : for muſt all out of 
-the Church eb — of faluation ? In che plan- 
ting of the Goſpell, there war a Church at Terulalem, before any 
ena wi many Churches planted by Saint Paul, which ne- 
ner had dependance vponthe Church otRome;many Churches 
in the Eaſt, and other patts of che World, which are not within 
the Romane iuriſdiction, dor doe acknowledge it; muſt needs 
all theſe be without ſuluatien, becauſe the Romane Pope is not 
yum rn —— 
ey will tel thee, le to ſbem tin (burch, and 
— therof in cuery age, elſe ion art not i te ae Clnocb. 
e holy deriptures heuer bound am to facharacke, neither 
Chriſt, aor his Apoſiles in all the new Teſtament euet charged 
any Chriſtian Church, much ſeſſe any beletuer with this. It is 
an Article of thy Falch, to beleeue that there isa Church of God, 
here and thete diſperſed abroad in the world, This is aman 
bound to beſeeue, but not that euery one, or any other ſot him, 
ſhould be able to make a Catalogue of all chat went before in 
the fameprofeffron in every Age. One ignorant of this, may yet 
i of che true Church neither ſhal the ignorance thereof damne 
im. 

They will tell thee that there ave ſome ſimnos in Nature veniall in 
themſelues not deſerning eternal! death. The Scripture teacheth 
otherwiſe , Rem. 6. 23. The wages of ſinne is death, no excepti- 
on of any at all. Vea, the conſent of ſinne is worthy of death, 
Nom. 1. 3 3. In the Lords Prayer, hen we craue pardon of our 
treſpaſſes without exception, wee thereby scknowledge, that 
euery kind of treſpaſſe offendeth God, ſtandeth need oftorgive- 
neſſe, and therefore whatelſe would follow if he did not forgiue 
it, but death? This falſe diflinction giueth libertie to our cor- 
1 to finne, us er tels vs, euen in our 

aries , wallowing licenciouſly in their ſuppoſed venidll 
inne. Ic may ſecme vureaſonable, if chere * 


-” 


Prep plague 

a in ibe — 
ſiy, ate not < lo to th there; How cin it then 
be poſſibly imagined, chat uotiall fines, which, as they ſay, doe 
not breake friendſhip with God, fhould be ſo terribly puniſhed, 
by way of ſatisfaction, and yet God remaine to him, whois ſo 
puniſhed, a ſure friend? 

They teach that a wan hath power to doe Gods will and to acide Againſt mans 
all. and not be onercome thereof, if he will, The Scriptures tell ys, power to doe 
thatit is God that workes the will and the deed, Phil.2.12, and well. 
maketh all our ſufficiencie to be of him, a. Cor. 3.3. In the Lords 
Prayer, wee are taught to beg of God abilitie to doe his will, 
and his gracezto deliver vs from euill: vnder will, is comprehen- 
ded all good, and ynder euill, is contained whatſoeuer is ſinfull, 
ſo as its not in vs tg doe good, nor to auoyde euill, but both js 
Gods worke in ys, Everyman feeleth this inabilitie in himſelſe 
by experience; yea, theſe alſo which doe maintaine this power 
in man, if they would confeſſe it. And why ate they not all moſt 
holy, if y have this power ? Their damnation is more iuft, 

in 


when they ſinne in any meaſure, then ſuch as want this power, 
though they fall by mul f ter ſmnes. 
They teach, that a m uf the whole Law, and ſo merit. Againfi their 


The Scripture teacheih otherwiſe, Zaks 17. 10. Eccig. 3. 20. error ol mans 
Pron. 20.9. Fſal. 1 30. 3. Job 9. 20. 1. Joh. 1. S. Iam. 3. 2. In the — — 
Lords Prayet, we aske all of vs forgiueneſſe. In the Creed wee, 
are taught, not to dreame here of perfection, or of merit; but to 
beleeue the ſorgiuenc ſſe of ſinnes. And in reading the Law tru« 
ly voderſtood. it doth cauſe a mans conſcience, euen in the beft, 
io acknowledge himſelfe guiltie. UB 
I might here goe thorow- many other points which they 
teach, to which from either plaine Scriptures, or from the Catc-- 
chiſme,or from theſe conſiderations, thou maiſt make anſwere 
in thine owne defence. But yet for all this (though thou alſo 
hat gotten he'pe to ſtand for thy ſelfe) beware of deducers, run 
not eaſily into diſputes with them but rather put them ouer to 
learned men to be anſwered. It is not good for gue for to fall 


into conference wich che ſubcill Serpent. Be bold vpor cheſe 


grou 
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if they hey willanempe * 
— our po — 
Gods Word, . Lord will thee, 


To whoſe bleſſed guide and Fatherly proteRiog 
I commit thee, Pray v all con- 
tinually.. 


FINS. 


HOO TIRE — RX ——— — — —„ä 


